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Background: 
Greening Main Streets Madawaska Valley: The Carleton University 2012  Project 

 
For the 2012 Fall Term,Carleton Universityôs Azrieli School of Architecture and 
Urbanism  class on Urban Studies/Heritage Conservation was invited by the 
Greening Barryôs Bay Committee to work with the communities of Madawaska Valley 
Township. 
 
A key initial objective was to identify ways to enhance and revitalize the physical image 
of Barryôs Bay. As the term went on, and the Carleton U. architecture students further 
researched and interacted with the Barryôs Bay ïMadawaska Valley people, the 
ñCarleton Projectò became much more. The scope of work was expanded to consider 
design concepts and strategies for the downtown, the waterfront, the entrances to 
Barryôs Bay, the Highway 60 and 62 corridors, and ultimately discussions on potential 
planning and design work for Combermere and Wilno in 2013. 
 
For 2012, the first phase of this work was focused on Barryôs Bay. 
Possibilities exist for extending the work by Carleton University  in 2013 for the other 
Madawaska Valley communities of Combermere, and Wilno, and the rural areas in 
between.  
 
The Carleton U. team was tasked with meeting the following objectives: 

 To assist the Greening Barryôs Bay initiative in identifying practical, affordable 
and appropriate  opportunities for enhancing the physical image  (public and 
private buildings and spaces ) of the downtown and the communityôs 
entrances/exits.. 

 To engage the community in a discussion about Barryôs Bayôs future vision for  
the next 5-10 years and beyond, based on the communityôs strengths and 
positive attributes 

 
To accomplish these objectives, the Carleton U class worked as a multi-disciplinary 
ñresource teamò from October 19-21st . The team, thanks to Claudia Van Wijk of the 
Madawaska Kanu Centre,was transported and accommodated in the Madawaska 
Valley/Barryôs Bay community  to complete design-planning exercises for their end of 
term project requirements.  
 
The experience of working as a team ñoff-campusò and with real to life communities  
was an invaluable experience for the Carleton University team. Comprised of 3rd and 4th 
year Architecture students and 3 Masters level Canadian Studies graduate students, 
this team worked to a tight Fall Term  deadline ïin actuality, six weeks from the initial 
visit the third weekend of October, to the community presentations on December 4th. It 
was an exceedingly challenging timeline given other major course requirements (studio 
projects and exams) all coming to deadline at the end of term. A word of advice for any 
potential future collaboration with students ï get the work underway as early in the term 
as possible ! 
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Summary of Implementation ñConsiderationsòfor 2013 

The following chart summarizes key considerations for organizing and implementing the 
plans and design concepts outlined in this report. These are advisedly, to be discussed, 
revised as necessary and priorities established by the Barryôs Bay-Madawaska Valley 
community. Those who have turned out and become involved in this worthwhile 
community initiative are the real ñstakeholdersò for the work ahead. 
 
Recommended initiatives relate to the overall, comprehensive, and integrated approach 
that underlies the ñMain Streetò/Heritage Region approach adopted by the Carleton 
University team. Design concepts and initiatives are proposed as ñpart of the wholeò 
context of renewal, revitalization, and integrating this work with initiatives already 
underway in economic, tourism, recreation, and cultural development. 
 

Overall Organization and Coordination 

Action Timelines 

Form Steering Committee to coordinate and give 
direction to the Greening Barryôs Bay ï Madawaska 
Valley initiative. This committee could be comprised of 
representatives of: business community, municipal 
government,horticulture society, service organizations, 
heritage society, high school, interested citizens, ex-
officio County rep, etc 

May ï formation 
Meeting monthly or as needed 

Confirm 2013 design and construction projects and 
form project Working Groups to oversee these and 
report back to Steering Committee. These working 
groups establish Scope of Work,  and action plans for 
each project, and ensure its implementation. 

May commencement 
 

  

Design and Physical Enhancement Initiatives: Confirm and Prioritize 

Downtown Streetscape Enhancements:  Summer/Fall 2013 

Waterfront renewal ï Phase I    ñ 

Private Property enhancements: Metro, V&S 
Stedmans, Boards, Valley Gazette, Employment 
Outreach 

   ñ  

Entries and signage    ñ 

  

Cultural Mapping/Heritage Conservation 

Give support and profile to work of Barryôs Bay 
Heritage Society and the excellent interpretive plaque 
program 
http://www.barrysbaythisweek.com/2012/10/24/bay-
heritage-walk-unveiled 
 

ongoing 

  

Encourage schools to be engaged in oral history to be determined 

http://www.barrysbaythisweek.com/2012/10/24/bay-heritage-walk-unveiled
http://www.barrysbaythisweek.com/2012/10/24/bay-heritage-walk-unveiled
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project, and photodocumentation of heritage homes 
and buildings 

County mapping initiative ï engage in more detailed 
mapping and idenitification of local tangible physical 
and intangible cultural assets  

      ñ 

Marketing and Promotion 

  

Follow recommendations of Marketing Plan to market 
the experience of Barryôs Bay/Madawaska Valleyôs 
great outdoors and enjoy a genuine, unique cultural 
experience all in the same visit and infrastructure in 
place that overlaps these two experiences.  The new 
heritage walk project, The Opeongo heritage trail and 
the railway bed are all out-door physical activities that 
are strongly linked to the cultural heritage 
 
Barryôs Bayôs downtown and waterfront  revitalization 
projects will complement and add substance to the 
Marketing Plan activities 
 
 

  
      ñ 

Tourism and Economic Development 

Be informed and use as continued reference the 
Township of Madawaska Valley Economic 
Development Strategic Plan -2010-2014 

ongoing 

Consider Highway 60 Corridor initiative 
 

To be determined 

Consider initiating Madawaska Heritage Route 
initiative from Algonquin Park to Arnprior 
Identify, develop additional concept plans for 
walking/hiking trails system 

     ñ 

Identify cycling tour routes and organize a working 
group to further develop and promote these 

    ñ 

Support and promote existing events and explore 
additional : eg Cultural heritage festival: Polish/Irish  

    ñ 

  

 

 

 

 

The Main Street and Heritage Regions Approach For Barryôs Bay and Madawaska 

Valley 

Our downtown commercial areas are the most visible indicator of a communityôs 
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economic and social health.  The Main Street Approach, implemented in over 100 towns 
and cities by the Heritage Canada Foundation is a downtown revitalization methodology 
that differs from typical community and economic development endeavours. Each 
downtown or main street is unique and ñrevitalizationò is not just about cosmetic 
beautification. 
Heritage Canada Foundationôs ñHeritage Regionsò works with a broader region, helping 
make sustainable, the urban and rural region as an entirety by fostering . 
 
The Barryôs Bay-Carleton Project worked with a comprehensive Main Street/Heritage 
Regions approach to the Fall Termôs work that included planning and ideas exchanges 
between the community and the Carleton U. team around the following component 
elements of the approach, as illustrated below: .  
 

This model illustrates a comprehensive approach to coalescing the creative energy and 
ideas of the Barryôs Bay community into an action plan for the short and longer term. 
The plan and subsequent actions need to be achievable, and reflect  the priorities of the 
community as a whole.  
 
Additionally, a regional, or Madawaska Valley-wide approach has potential to yield 
substantive outcomes. Coordination and collaboration between Barryôs Bay-Wilno-
Combermere, and the rural community and organizations and businesses, therein, 
would be worth considering.  Strategies for increased cooperative marketing and 
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advertising initiatives, and collaborative product and service development could be 
explored. This regional approach, based on working with the creativity and natural and 
cultural assets of the whole municipality has the potential to increase the number of 
visitors to the areas, increase sales for local businesses, create jobs, increase 
volunteerism and create new businesses  
 
A stronger sense of pride, confidence and a new appreciation and understanding 
among the communities involved for the uniqueness of this region would definitely be a 
benefit.  
 
 
The Carleton Team Planning and Design Process 
 
 
The Carleton U team, with grateful thanks to Claudia Van Wijk and the Madawaska 
Kanu Centre passenger van travelled to Barryôs Bay for the weekend of October 19-21st.  
 
The team was comprised of: Erin Harrison, Nancy Oakley,T iffany Douglas, Bradley 
Dunn, Caroline Kimmes, Clément Gosselin, Clément, Gosselin, Mathew McKenna, , 
Tom Crossman, Troy Whalen, Jay Pabila, and Jim Mountain. Ghazi  Sharif,  and 
Mustafa Arkadan could not make this initial trip due to class scheduling, but did 
contribute to the final design projects. 
 
The schedule and process outlined below illustrates the emphasis placed on community 
input ï from all ages ï for informing the proposed work by Carletonôs School of 
Architecture team.  
 
The schedule and activities were as follows:                  

 
Schedule:Friday, October 19, 2012  

 
8:30 am 
11:00am  
 

 
Departure, Carleton Team with Claudia Van Wijk , Madawaska Kanu Centre 
Visited community of Wilno and Heritage Centre en route.   

11:30am Brief drive tour of Barryôs Bay upon arrival 
Lunch in Barryôs Bay and team meeting 

12:30 
pm 

Mapping and Planning Exercise 
Elementary Schools : Sherwood and St John Bosco Schools  
Exercise: 
Class divided into working groups of 4-6 at tables 
Students made maps of Barryôs Bay as they knew it and of ideas for 
initiatives that would ñmake things betterò in the community. 
Students were asked to name one project they would like to see 
accomplished  

 2 Teams of six 
at Sherwood 
and St John 
Bosco Schools 
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1:40pm Madawaska Valley District High School: Planning and Design 
exercises. Team split into 3 teams of 4 

3 teams 
 

2:30 - 4 
pm 

Walking tour of downtown, photo-documentation of all downtown 
buildings ,viewscapes, details of buildings, maintenance, repair and 
enhancement, conservation opportunities 
Notes were made of potential design ideas 

3 teams:  
 

4:30 pm Team assembled at Balmoral Hotel to prepare for evening 
presentation 

 

5:30pm Supper at restaurants  
 

 

7:00 pm Madawaska Ski Hill; Community Open House and presentations: 
Carleton Presentation and  workshop exercise ï mapping and 
visioning discussions 
Evening also featured displays by local groups  

 

9:30 pm Team dispersed with billet hosts  for overnight   

 Saturday October 20  

9:00 am Team rendez-vou in town:  Discussion about Day One:  
what was seen and heard 

Balmoral Hotel 

10 ï 12 
noon 

Continued photo-documentation of community, of buildings and 
landscape and natural features and consultations with property 
owners: Stedmans, Metro, Mad Outdoors and others. Each team 
documented the owners ideas and issues, and discussed potential 
design ideas for each building/property 

3 teams as 
before 

12 noon Lunch: team de-brief  

1:00-
4:00 

Teams workshop Charette:  
Prepared preliminary sketches/visual designs based on opportunities 
identified. Visit to Seniors Homes and other interviews were held 

Balmoral Hotel 

5 pm-8 
pm 

Madawaska Kanu Centre -  Focus Group ï A working supper 
summarized ideas presented and  
discussed to date, and feedback noted 

MKC 

 Sunday morning : Team debrief, tour of Highway 62 and Combermere 
and return to Ottawa. 

 

 
Throughout this whole weekend visit - during the meetings and through conversations 
throughout the weekend - these questions guided the design-planning approach: 
 

 What is the ñessenceò of Madawaska Valley/Barryôs Bay - the ñcultural 
heritageò that comes from the stories contained within the lives and experiences 
of residents, and the buildings and sites in and around the community, past and 
present ?  

 What makes Madawaska Valley/Barryôs Bay a place where people want to live 
in, come to visit, and to experience? 

 What are the dreams and aspirations of the community as a whole  - 
residents - young and older ï now and for the future ? 
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 What challenges are facing the community? What partnerships and 
resources can be invited to the project to meet those challenges and generate 
opportunities for the community ? 
 

 

 
 
From the October 19-21st visit, the Carleton University team began the process of 
completing design concepts for downtown Barryôs Bay, its highway entrances and 
downtown commercial streetscape, plus individual privately owned buildings, and the 
public waterfront recreation area and beach.  
 
On December 4th the Carleton team returned to Barryôs Bay and presented their work to 
two well-attended community meetings at the Barryôs Bay seniors centre. The term-end 
projects were delivered for evaluation by the end of December. 
 
The Barryôs Bay Resource Team process was designed to have as many people as 
possible - of all ages and backgrounds ï contribute their ideas, thoughts, and 
knowledge into creating a dynamic plan of action for the community. It is the kind of plan 
that is informed by Barryôs Bayôs history - the townôs uniquely rich natural and cultural 
heritage - and the communityôs present-day aspirations for the short and long-term 
future.  
 
The Carleton University team heard loud and clear that through conserving and working 
with the communityôs opportunities, and assets, there would be ways to turn these into 
tangible projects and activities that would benefit the town and area as a whole for the 
foreseeable future. 
 
 In the context of the wonderful dialogue that occurred during this October weekend  
and December presentations it became evident that the Barryôs Bay initiative was much 
more than a downtown revitalization project.  
 
It is that, and more ï it is about sustaining Barryôs Bay and Madawaska Township into 
the future as an excellent place to grow up in, live and work in, and to visit..  
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This project gives the whole community the opportunity to come together, share creative 
ideas for tangible actions, and mobilize people to work together on initiatives that benefit 
the community as a whole. 
 
Historical Context The Essence of Barryôs Bay and the Madawaska Valley 
 

 
 
The Carleton project was informed by the Barryôs Bay and Madawaska Valleyôs history.  

 

Excerpted from Angela Lorbetskieôs  A Short History of Barryôs Bay, some key milestone 
points in  how the community and its landscape evolved over time are, as follows:  

 ñThe local people call it Barry's Bay... But from the far  reaches of the past, this 
peaceful cove was a place of rendezvous - Kuaenash Ne-ishing.--- Algonquin for 
'beautiful bay' on the turbulent  Madawaska Riverò November 24, 1960) 
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Map indicating original Algonquin Anishinabeg names for waterways, courtesy of Chief 
Kirby Whiteduck, Pikwakanagan First Nation - Golden Lake 

 

 

 The name Barryôs Bay could be derived from James Barry,  a foreman for 
McLaughlin's Lumber in Arnprior, or  a variation of the name James Byer whoôs 
farm was indicated by surveyors Murray (1853) and Haslett (1847) or as Tom 
Murray, of Murray Bros.ò It was one vast blueberry plain. Families used to come 
from 15 or 20 miles away by horse and buggy to pick blueberries there..  
intended to call it Berryôs Bay but somebody couldnôt spellò 

 The government sponsored 'settlement road'. the Opeongo Road started in 1854, 
and ran roughly westward along the Bonnechere River and Madawaska River to 
the Great Opeongo Lake 

 The first men who  worked on the road construction were offered 100-200 acres 
of land for  settlement.  

 These settlers, who left their homelands primarily due to  political and economic 
conditions were predominantly of Polish and Irish extraction.  

 In a report dated June 23, 1862, A.J. Forrest, Provincial Land Surveyor 
recommended the head  of Barry's Bay as an eligible site for a town plot 

 In 1879 the first hotel (also the first  established permanent dwelling) was built in 
the area which was later to become the Village of Barry's Bay.. 

 During this time transportation consisted of the stage coach, horses, the 
Mayflower steamer which provided a seasonal daily communication link, mail and 
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passenger and freight service between Barry's Bay and Combermere and the 
railroad.  
 

 
Map showing the historic Opeongo Road, and the Ottawa-Parry Sound Railway/Grand 
Trunk/CN line which along with todayôs Highway 60 all intersect in the vicinity of the 
historic train station in downtown Barryôs Bay 

 

 In 1888, the J.R. Booth Lumber Company of Ottawa incorporated the Ottawa-
Arnprior and Parry Sound  Railroad Company. In 1894  the arrival of the railway 

train was a major milestone in the history of  
the area.  

 

 Barry's Bay became a supply depot and 
a site for Joseph Prince who is credited by 
many for  owning the first sawmill in Barry's 
Bay. 1893 saw the first general  store in Barry's 
Bay.  

 In 1895 County  Council designated 
Barry's Bay for a town site  
1896 saw the erection of the first mission 
church for Barry's Bay 

 

 In 1912, the area lost an important link in the  chain of communication and 
transport between Barry's Bay and Combermere.  The Mayflower, a sternwheeler 

which had been carrying mail, passengers and  freight 
went down in lake Kamaniskeg taking all lives on board 
with the  exception of three persons who survived.  

 The railway station and the only remaining wooden 
water tank in Eastern Canada have been repaired by  
interested groups in order to preserve another part of our 
rich heritage.  
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 Hydro and telephone services were introduced in the Village in the  1920's and 
1930's.  

 In 1933, the village of Barry's Bay was incorporated under by-law 1184 of  the 
County of Renfrew out of 520 acres of the Township of Sherwood 

 A movie  theatre was built in 1948 by the late Frank Cybulskie  

 By 1960, the population of the village was 1,468 persons and 75 establishments 
carried on businesses in and around it 

 In 1960 the St. Francis Memorial Hospital was completed in the Township of 
Sherwood right next to the village on land donated by the late H.J. Chapeskie.  

 1975 saw installation of water and sewer municipal services for the village  

 In 1980 an Official Plan was adopted by council for the designation of areas in 
the village for  residential, commercial and industrial purposes, etc.  

 The Village of Barryôs Bay was officially incorporated, together with the Township 
of Sherwood Jones & Burns and the Township of Radcliffe into the Township of 
Madawaska Valley on January 1, 2001. 
 
 

Key Characteristics: Visual Representation 
The following section offers a visual reflection on the unique natural and historical 
setting, vernacular architecture , and Highway 60/62 street morphology that comprises 
Barryôs Bay and its place on Kaminiskeg Lake within the Madawaska Valley. 
The community meetings (see Appendix I) gave great words to describe what Barryôs 
Bay means to its residents. These images support the communityôs sense of identity 
and place that have been developed over time .  
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Barryôs Bayôs downtown has a good mix of long-standing independent businesses, and 
key services set in a picturesque and historic natural setting 
 
 

 
 
The provincial Highway 60 is the primary ñMain Street running through Barryôs Bay, 
linking the community with Renfrew and the Trans Canada Highway to the east, and to 
Algonquin Park to the west. 
Highway 60 provides considerable benefit, but also challenges to the community. It 
brings thousands of visitors directly through the town,especially between May ñlong 
weekendò and Thanksgiving. The Highway aspect of this thoroughfare is not overly 
friendly to pedestrians ï there are no designated cross-walks in existence, except for 
the Highway 60 & 62 T-junction. Sidewalks are inconsistent or non-existent. The speed 
of car and truck traffic is a factor. 
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Barryôs Bayôs Main Street has a unique curvilinear feel to it upon entry into the 
downtown from the west. This does naturally slow vehicles down. The streetscape is a 
mix of well-maintained and landscaped residential properties and commercial buildings 
 

 
 
Unique independent business owners individually have maintained their properties with 
creativity and are a role model for others to potentially emulate 
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Downtown Barryôs Bay is a utilitarian place and space, accommodating local residentôs  
travel, tourists as well as the lumbering industry. There are a ñrashò of signs. The 
Carleton U project determined that downtown signage needs refreshing. The 
overabundance of signs are arguably ineffectual, are a maintenance eye-sore and need 
a ñre-thinkò. The waterfront, one of Barryôs Bayôs most invaluable assets, is minimally 
promoted. 
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The ñVillageò feel to downtown is a rich and unique asset, and the residences on the 
main street and in close proximity to the commercial area allow for pedestrian access 
and presence in the downtown.  
 

 
Barryôs Bay is a spiritual and cultural centre, as reflected in its churches and well 
maintained places of remembrance 
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There is a long and strong  history of local support from existing families and 
businesses for worthwhile community projects 

 
 
Barryôs Bayôs one pedestrian cross-walk, at the juncture of Highwayôs 60 and 62 is an 
asset, but one is not enough. The Highway 60 town of Renfrew to the east has 5 
crosswalks in its downtown, of similar linear length. The Carleton U project has 
addressed this issue in the ensuing Design Section. 
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Downtownôs sidewalks and streets function as a key gathering places, and public art 
works honour Barryôs Bayôs history, and its people who contributed to building the 
community. 
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Commemoration of history in the downtown is important  for residents and visitors to 
appreciate, and these lend to creating events, art exhibits, lectures, theatre productions 
to illustrate these facets of  the communities heritage, as well as being a potential 
attractionas reflecting..The Opeongo Road, Zurakowski Park and the Train 
Station/Watertower  are terrific stories that can be developed further. 
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The Lake, The Waterways  and Madawaska Valleyôs natural and ñ forest industryò 
heritage 
 
 

 
 
The amazing lake-frontage looking out onto ñBarryôs Bayò and Lake Kaminiskeg. Design 
proposals for the waterfront, and minimizing the aesthetic impacts of the Wastewater 
Treatment Plan ( an issue heard loud and clear from the community) are contained in 
the Design Section 

 
Looking back towards 
the beach from Mask 
Island 
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Vestiges of the areaôs historic forest industry infrastructure have been maintained and 
are highly interesting to visit, and appreciate. The materials of wood/water/rock are 
ingredients of the experience of visiting this replicated timber slide between Barryôs Bay 
and Combermere 
 

 
 
The areaôs geology and pine and hardwood forests yield natural, organic materials that 
inspired the design proposals of the Carleton U team.  
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Lumbering is still an important part of the local economy.The use of wood materials in 
proposed design solutions was a major theme in the Carleton U teamôs discussions 
during their Fall Termôs work. 
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Lake Kaminiskeg and its vistas and surrounding forested hills also define the natural 
setting that the villages of the Madawaska Valley are situated in. The closeness to 
nature informed the design solutions arrived at by the Carleton U team. 
 
 
Historical Commemorations ï the outstanding ñHeritage Walkò project, and artistôs 
interpretations of the areaôs history ï some very tragic ï again reinforce the layers of 
stories that make up the unique narrative of Barryôs Bay/Madawaska Valley.  
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Components of a Barryôs Bay ïMadawaska Valley Vision Statement: 
Developing a community-based, community supported ñvisionò for the present and 
future ( and built upon what has been inherited from the past) takes time, and input from 
as many people, of all ages and backgrounds, as possible.  
 
The schools and community meetings, and the work accomplished previously by such 
initiatives as Township of Madawaska Valley Economic Development Strategic 
Plan (April 27,2010), the 2002 County of Renfrew Official Plan,  A Cultural 
Framework for the City of Pembroke and the County of Renfrew, (February 2012) 
FICE Report (First Impressions) of Barryôs Bay ,  Pembroke and the Ottawa Valley 
Cultural Mapping Project (February 13, 2012) and The Township of Madawaska 
Valley Marketing Plan (2012-13)  have inspired and greatly informed the Carleton U 
teamôs design proposals. 
 
A more readable and concise ñVision Statementò is a piece of work that could be 
accomplished in future discussions.  
 
For this report, the Carleton U team was told, clearly and proudly, that a vision 
statement would contain these key words:  
 
 Barryôs Bay-Madawaska Valley is a place that 
Å  Builds on its historic, natural, community assets 
Å  Is a  community attractive to retain youth and attract young     

 adults,and retirees 
Å  Maintains an attractive self-sustaining downtown core  
Å  Is a solid central location for local government and services  
Å  Restores the waterfront for recreation and natural conservation 
Å Plants and maintain more trees and greenery  
Å Celebrates ñwoodò and its contributions to the economy  
Å Celebrates our culture  - Kashub, Irish, Polish, our art, craft, trades 
Å Markets ourselves as a Four Season destination  
Å Develops trails , ATV, Skidoo, Walking, cross country skiing and and biking  
Å Sees more ñthruò traffic stopping to shop spend and enjoy  
Å Encourages local people to shop more in our community  
Å Creates a place that retains youth  
Å Improves the street appeal of its buildings    
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From Vision to Design 
From these visioning attributes listed above, the Carleton U team developed design 
concepts for : 
 

Design Project  Carleton U Team Members 

Public Spaces   

 Downtown Streetscape enhancements: Benches, 

lighting planters 

 Entries to Barryôs Bay 

 Improved signage  

 Pedestrian crossings 

 Pathways ï downtown and to waterfront 

 Parking : Identification and organization 

Bradley, Jay, Mustafa, Ghazi, 
Mathew, Troy 
and team discussions  

 Lakefront and Waste Treatment Plant ñgreeningò and 

site re-organization: 3 Phases 

Tom, Mustafa, Ghazi, Jay  

Private Businesses   

 Metro : ñgreeningò and outdoor rest area/food demo 

area 

Clément, Caroline  

 Valley Gazette and ñBoards: Facade and signage 

improvements 

Clément, Caroline  

 Stedmans : Facade re-design: 3 options Troy, Mathew  

 Mad Outdoors ï Stedmanôs  Passageway enhancement Bradley  

 Employment Outreach: Facade and building re-design Tom, Jay  
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The Design Projects were as noted previously, informed by those who participated ï 
those from 8 to 80 ++ who took on the roles of planners, designers, architects, mentors, 
and community leaders in the truest sense. Elementary and high school students, 
business people, elected officials, representatives of some of the many community 
organizations, and people both newer and long-time residents to the community  took 
part and willingly discussed, debated and offered creative thoughts about where Barryôs 
Bay and Madawaska Valley could go into the future with all that it has to offer. 
 
Additionally, the Carleton U team was guided by some key goals for delivering their 
collective work, namely that the team would deliver on. These includeò 
. 

 Identify and implement a program for public improvements that reflect the ñcharacter 
and essence of placeò that Barryôs Bay is all about, and utilizing local crafts/trades 
people and materials indigenous to the area ï eg Wood (Pine/Cedar) Rock(shield 
geology) and Greenery (indigenous plants) Water ï conservation of and renewal of 
waterfront/ habitat 

 Identify existing assets 

 Develop a plan for visual enhancement of the project area within the context of 
downtown renewal, excellence in contemporary design, and historic and cultural 
interpretation and preservation 

 Identify short-term ñshovel-ready projects for 2013 

 Educate building owners and the general public about good design elements and 
practices 
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The Revitalization and Transformation of Main Street Barryôs Bay 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bradley Dunn                                                                                              100829428                                                                                                    
ARCU 3902 

 
 
 
MAIN STREET PROPOSAL 
Project Purpose and Context: 
  

 

 

Main Street Barryôs Bay, also known as Highway 60 is the most traveled route 

through the town.  Most people traveling through Barryôs Bay are doing so in order to 

get to Algonquin Park.  Currently the Main Street of Barryôs Bay does not give people a 

significant reason to stop and explore the rich culture and services that the town has to 

offer.  In order to allow Barryôs Bay to achieve success economically and socially an 

enhancement of Main Street must occur.  This enhancement or transformation should 
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not only encompass the beautification of the street, it must also include functional 

additions such as crosswalks, and improved communication through a signage 

program.  This Main Street project will have its best chance at success through the 

integration and cooperation of the business owners as well as the people of Barryôs 

Bay. 

 Project Analysis and Rationale: Currently Main Street Barryôs Bay is not an 

inviting place to compel visitors to get out of their car and explore the town.  This has a 

negative effect on business owners in Barryôs Bay as well as the community as a whole.  

If visitors are not coming and spending money within the town then the economy of 

Barryôs Bay will suffer, in turn driving residents away from the town to seek opportunities 

elsewhere.  The revitalization and transformation of Main Street is critical for the future 

success of Barryôs Bay. 

 

Through the implementation of certain cosmetic components such as flowers it 

will allow the town to possess a more inviting aesthetic and potentially retain more 

visitors who typically pass on through An addition as simple as flowers can be an 

attribute that compels visitors to explore the town.  However, once they are out of their 

vehicle there must be reason for them to stay for an extended period of time as well as 

come back again.  Elements and amenities such as crosswalks, benches and public 

washrooms are the things that make people feel comfortable compelling them to stay 
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longer.  If they have a place to sit and relax and a way to access the entire Main Street 

it will inspire longer more enjoyable visits to Barryôs Bay.  Catering to the pedestrian will 

be a key factor in the success of the transformation. 

 

Case Examples/References: 

Main Street Renfrew: 
 The Main Street in Renfrew is the perfect example of the use of crosswalks in a 

small town.  There are a number of crosswalks along Main Street that allow an ease of 

accessibility to both sides of the street.  The crosswalks also slow down traffic through 

downtown Renfrew making it a safer place for pedestrians.  Main Street in Renfrew also 

has mature trees strategically placed so they do not block storefronts from the street.  

The trees add a natural aesthetic that makes the street more welcoming.   

Renfrew is a sister community to Barryôs Bay, located at the eastern commencement 

point of Highway 60. The precedent of crosswalks in Renfrew, on this Highway 60 

corridor, should also make in possible to introduce these safety features in Barryôs Bay, 

and other Highway 60 communities leading up to Algonquin Park. 
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Main Street Newmarket: 
 Main Street in Newmarket possesses numerous plants in large pots as well as 

hanging from light standards.  This brightens up the atmosphere of the street and 

makes it come to life.  The beautiful flowers along the street are sometimes the reason 

people park their car and take a walk down Main Street.  The flowers are used for visual 

appeal as well as a way to subtly divide space.  They are placed strategically in order to 

create a subconscious barrier between the sidewalk and the road.  This designation of 

pedestrian and vehicular space is 

important to have on a main street.  

Another feature that Main Street has is a 

number of crosswalks.  These 

crosswalks have been designated using 

interlocking paving stones.  Most of the 

crosswalks have a bench surrounded by 

flowers on one side of the street.  This accessibility allows for access to both sides of 

the street and provides a place to sit and relax while on Main Street. 
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Project Methodology: 

Transforming and revitalizing Main Street is a multifaceted approach that 

involves many members of the community to participate in order to achieve success.  

The task creating a plan for the new Main Street was no different; many members of the 

class focused on specific aspects of the streetscape in order to achieve a successful 

compilation of all our ideas and unique elements.  The proposal for the new Main Street 

of Barryôs Bay will include the introduction of; removable planters, benches and light 

standards, crosswalks at significant nodes of Main Street, signage and communication, 

and the revitalization and renovations of local businesses.  It is recommended that all 

of these Main Street Barryôs Bay amenities be as much as possible, fabricated by 

trades people whose businesses are in and around Barryôs Bay, and Madawaska 

Valley.  

 

Planters:   

Main Street Barryôs Bay lacked noticeable colour 

and life, a solution to this problem was to add 

planters with large flowers in order to bring 

colour and a natural aesthetic to Main Street.  

The planters took many forms, including; large 

planters that can be removed by forklift in the 
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winter, hanging baskets, and planters attached to benches as a single unit.   

 

Benches:  

A number of benches were designed for Main Street Barryôs Bay.  The purpose of 

implementing benches was to make a more welcoming atmosphere, to have the 

concept of relaxing and spending time in Barryôs Bay as a tangible object. 

 

 

 

Lighting:  

Introducing new lampposts to the 

streetscape will give the street a more 

personal feel that is less utilitarian than 

the current aesthetic produced by the 

highway lights.  New light introduced 

should be at a human scale in order for 

it the street to feel more like a traditional 

main street.  This lighting could be made 

from wood or metal.  It is crucial for 

each light to be able to be powered 

independently through solar power so they might be easily removed from the street for 

easy snow removal in the winter.  Also if the street lights are powered independently 

then they will not have to use any of the power for the town. If they are built solidly 

enough, and strategically located, these innovative light standards could be installed for 

year-round usage. 

 

Signage:  

Replacing and in some cases completely removing existing signage will allow for more 

clear direction through the town especially for the commercial establishments and the 

waterfront.  Directional signage can be accomplished through the means of banners.  



36 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Storefronts:  

Updating and maintaining the storefronts of the commercial establishments will provide 

a more welcoming aesthetic and make the town as a whole appear well maintained and 

carefully cared for.   

Several proposals for enhancement of private business storefronts and properties 

appear later in this report.  

Crosswalks: 

 Implementing crosswalks in key locations will allow better accessibility of both sides of 

the street as well as slowing traffic along Main Street to make pedestrian traffic more 

inviting.  Crosswalks also provide safe route for children to cross the street.  The 

concept of introducing more crosswalks to Barryôs Bay was a topic many locals were 

passionate to implement.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 
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locations of these crosswalks were crucial for accessibility as well as controlling the flow 

of pedestrian traffic through Main Street.  The members of the community knew where 

crosswalks were needed because their familiarity of downtown Barryôs Bay.  They 

understand the flow of Main Street and are aware of exactly where the needs arose.  

 
 
A particular node of Main Street that many thought need a crosswalk was in front of 
Afelskies Shoe Store, the three way intersection of highway 60 and Dunn Street.  This 
high traffic area provided an opportunity to provide more street side amenities that 
would also help to define the crosswalk. 
 
These images show the crosswalk with benches, lampposts and maps situated on one 

side of the street.  They are contained within three no-parking spots, utilizing the unused 

space to its fullest potential. 
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Project Deliverables:             

Planters: 

Mustafa ïbenches mixed with planters and planters with reservoirs manufactured in 

Thunder Bay 

Benches: 

Mustafa ï benches and location map 

Jay - benches 

Lighting: 

Jay ï Lamppost  

 

Signage: 

It is important for the signage on Main Street to 

have the ability to quickly communicate what it 

was intended to.  With the town being the size it 

is people do not get an opportunity to spend 

much time looking around as they drive through.  

Currently the signage on Main Street does not 

convey its intended message as effectively as it 

could.  An example of this is the sign for the 

waterfront located at Highway 60 and Bay Street.  

This sign does not engage the viewer to the point where people are unaware that there 

is in fact at waterfront in Barryôs Bay. 

New Signage must be introduced in order to successful communicate the location of the 

waterfront in Barryôs Bay.  One of the lowest cost interventions that could be undertaken 

is to use banners to convey this message.  The appearance will need to immediately 

convey the message of a waterfront in Barryôs Bay, as well as communicating where 

this waterfront is located.  The strategy that should be utilized in Barryôs Bay is to make 

a route to the waterfront that can be navigate simply by following the banners.  The 

following images are concept sketches of what this banner could look like.   
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This site plan conveys what route the Pathway to the waterfront would follow starting at 

Highway 60 and Bay Street.  The route continues down Bay Street until it reaches the 

waterfront, the circles represent significant nodes along the route where banners would 

be placed. 
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This image demonstrated the signage 

that would be present along the route to 

the waterfront. 
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Crosswalks: 

Crosswalks should be introduced at three specific locations along Main Street in Barryôs 

Bay.  These locations are high traffic areas that currently have no existing method of 

accessing the opposite side of the street other than using the single crosswalk at 

Highway 60 and Bay Street.   

The three proposed locations for a crosswalk are at: 

- At the three way intersection of Highway 60 and Dunn street, in front of Afelskies 

Shoes 

- Across Highway 60 where Zurakowski Park meets the train station 

- At the three way intersection of Highway 60 and Stafford Street, across Highway 

60  
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Sources: 

 

"The Same Magic That Attracts Us to Famous City Streets and Quaint Village Centres 

Is Taking Root in  

Suburban Soil. For the Third Time in Two Hundred Years, Main Street Is 

Resurrecting Itself and the Way We Shop." Newmarket BIA. N.p., n.d. Web. Nov. 

2012. 

 

"Town of Renfrew." :: County of Renfrew. N.p., n.d. Web. Nov. 2012. 

 

"Welcome to the Township of Scugog." Welcome to the Township of Scugog. N.p., n.d. 

Web. Nov. 2012.  
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The Revitalisation of Barryôs Bay Main Street: Jay Pabila 

A.      Project Purpose and Context: 
 
The Main Street (Opeongo Line/ Highway 60) of Barryôs Bay is a concrete corridor 
through the green landscapes of the Ottawa Valley. There needs to be a reconnect of 
greenery in and throughout the town to the surrounding back drop of Canadian Shield. 
Initially the objective of this project was the Greening of Barryôs Bay, now I believe it 
should be called the ñRevitalization of Barryôs Bayò as there are a multitude of aspects 
of the town that need to be addressed and ñGreenedò. My focus is mainly at the 
greening and friendly-ising of the Main Street, mainly looking at the streetscape. This 
includes maps, seating and light standards. 
  
B.      Project Analysis and Rationale: 
 
The issue of a ñnon-friendlyò Main Street is bad for the identity of the town. I believe that 
a welcoming town should have green spaces, foot traffic, and slow car traffic on the 
main street. The problem with the Opeongo Line (Main Street) is that because it is a 
provincial highway, the city has no real say in the speed limiting, and conditioning of the 
street. The only forms of lighting on the street are the large highway light fixtures, which 
are only located on the north side and gives an industrial feel to the street. Seating 
along the street is almost non-existent, with only a couple benches scattered along the 
streetscape. Mapping the town is another issue as that the only town map is located 
near the Beer Store where there is little or no foot traffic. 
 
As a community, Barryôs Bay and effectively the entirety of the Madawaska Valley, 
needs to address these issues because as a community that a larger summer 
community and the dwindling population of younger people staying in the area, the 
future of Barryôs Bay seems grim. A stronger focus on sprucing up the Main Street 
would attract more people to visit the area other than just in the summer months and for 
the travellers going to Algonquin Park and beyond, they could stay longer and discover 
the local businesses. 
 
My solutions would resolve some of the issues because they will, literally lighten up the 
streetscape and make it more inviting to foot traffic and encourage people walking from 
store to store and actually using the street as it was meant to be used, a Main Street 
where all the primary retail street of the town take place, it is the focal point of the town 
as much of the town is situated around the Main street. I think that the street could be 
more local friendly by the slowing of thru-traffic by lowering the speed limit and the 
addition of cross-walks. Other aspects that would help resolve some of the issues would 
be to add sitting areas and new light fixtures. The new seating would be the addition of 
benches that can be manufactured locally therefore potentially creating jobs for 
craftsmen and even allow for the opportunity for apprenticeships for the younger 
community and encourage them to stay in the area when they are older. The new light 
fixtures would also help because they too can be manufactured locally and would make 
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the streetscape more pedestrian friendly. They would be installed on the south side as 
the only existing light fixtures are located on the north side. The lights will also be 
energy efficient because they are solar powered and do not need to be connected to 
municipal power. A good mapping system would also benefit the town for the future. 
The mapping would almost be like a mall directory focusing on the Main Street. The 
map would help visitors, and even locals locate where stores are located and make the 
main street more like a mini mall area where people can park on the peripheries of the 
Main Street and walk to each store.  
C.      Case Examples/References 

Benches 
In my design of the bench I wanted to look at local materials and touch into Barryôs Bay 
history of logging. I looked at simple log benches that would emulate feel of the area. 

 
 

 

 

 

Lighting 
My lighting design was also based on local materials where the post is a log in itself 
where anything can be added to it. I also wanted to incorporate a way that it would not 
need to be added to the local municipality hydro network, therefore looked at solar 
powered fixtures. I also wanted to add the feel of a main street by adding traditional 

looking lighting standards. 
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Mapping 
Simplicity is the key when it comes to maps and mall directories are often the simplest. 
As of right now, there is a map of the area located at the Beer Store. It is too small to 
read and not very clear. I wanted to make a new map of the main street businesses that 

was clear and simple. 
 
D.      Project Methodology 

Benches 
The concept for my bench was that it should be able to be supplied and manufactured 
locally. The benches will encourage the use of the areaôs skilled craftsmen and 
encourage job development and apprenticeships for younger individuals.  

Lighting 
The concept of the new lighting standards is similar to that of the benches; supplied and 

manufactured locally. I also wanted to encourage environmental friendliness by making 

the light fixtures solar powered and therefore they do not require power from the 

municipality. If there is a demand for a contemporary fixture, something dynamic like 

this could work. 

Maps 
The concept of a new mapping system for the town was apparent when we noticed the 
current one at the Beer Store is not very clear and poorly placed. I looked in the 
direction of mall directories as they are the simplest form of mapping retail areas. 
 
E.       Project Deliverables: 

Benches 
I designed the benches to follow two rules; simple and local. The benches are simple in 
the way that there are built. The bench is mad of 2 different log diameters, one diameter 
for the part where people sit and the bigger diameter log for the stands/legs. The main 
bench can be any length that is desired or constrained by the actual size of the logs at 
hand. The sitting area is as simple as 3 cuts to form a flat area where the user sits. The 
sitting area would 20-22 inches off the ground or could again vary due to constraints in 
the available logs or changed to whatever dimension. In order of the main log sitting 

http://inhabitat.com/sustainable-city-street-lights-by-phillips/



