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Background: 
Greening Main Streets Madawaska Valley: The Carleton University 2012  Project 

 
For the 2012 Fall Term,Carleton University’s Azrieli School of Architecture and 
Urbanism  class on Urban Studies/Heritage Conservation was invited by the 
Greening Barry‟s Bay Committee to work with the communities of Madawaska Valley 
Township. 
 
A key initial objective was to identify ways to enhance and revitalize the physical image 
of Barry‟s Bay. As the term went on, and the Carleton U. architecture students further 
researched and interacted with the Barry‟s Bay –Madawaska Valley people, the 
“Carleton Project” became much more. The scope of work was expanded to consider 
design concepts and strategies for the downtown, the waterfront, the entrances to 
Barry‟s Bay, the Highway 60 and 62 corridors, and ultimately discussions on potential 
planning and design work for Combermere and Wilno in 2013. 
 
For 2012, the first phase of this work was focused on Barry‟s Bay. 
Possibilities exist for extending the work by Carleton University  in 2013 for the other 
Madawaska Valley communities of Combermere, and Wilno, and the rural areas in 
between.  
 
The Carleton U. team was tasked with meeting the following objectives: 

 To assist the Greening Barry‟s Bay initiative in identifying practical, affordable 
and appropriate  opportunities for enhancing the physical image  (public and 
private buildings and spaces ) of the downtown and the community‟s 
entrances/exits.. 

 To engage the community in a discussion about Barry‟s Bay‟s future vision for  
the next 5-10 years and beyond, based on the community‟s strengths and 
positive attributes 

 
To accomplish these objectives, the Carleton U class worked as a multi-disciplinary 
“resource team” from October 19-21st . The team, thanks to Claudia Van Wijk of the 
Madawaska Kanu Centre,was transported and accommodated in the Madawaska 
Valley/Barry‟s Bay community  to complete design-planning exercises for their end of 
term project requirements.  
 
The experience of working as a team “off-campus” and with real to life communities  
was an invaluable experience for the Carleton University team. Comprised of 3rd and 4th 
year Architecture students and 3 Masters level Canadian Studies graduate students, 
this team worked to a tight Fall Term  deadline –in actuality, six weeks from the initial 
visit the third weekend of October, to the community presentations on December 4th. It 
was an exceedingly challenging timeline given other major course requirements (studio 
projects and exams) all coming to deadline at the end of term. A word of advice for any 
potential future collaboration with students – get the work underway as early in the term 
as possible ! 
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Summary of Implementation “Considerations”for 2013 

The following chart summarizes key considerations for organizing and implementing the 
plans and design concepts outlined in this report. These are advisedly, to be discussed, 
revised as necessary and priorities established by the Barry‟s Bay-Madawaska Valley 
community. Those who have turned out and become involved in this worthwhile 
community initiative are the real “stakeholders” for the work ahead. 
 
Recommended initiatives relate to the overall, comprehensive, and integrated approach 
that underlies the “Main Street”/Heritage Region approach adopted by the Carleton 
University team. Design concepts and initiatives are proposed as “part of the whole” 
context of renewal, revitalization, and integrating this work with initiatives already 
underway in economic, tourism, recreation, and cultural development. 
 

Overall Organization and Coordination 

Action Timelines 

Form Steering Committee to coordinate and give 
direction to the Greening Barry‟s Bay – Madawaska 
Valley initiative. This committee could be comprised of 
representatives of: business community, municipal 
government,horticulture society, service organizations, 
heritage society, high school, interested citizens, ex-
officio County rep, etc 

May – formation 
Meeting monthly or as needed 

Confirm 2013 design and construction projects and 
form project Working Groups to oversee these and 
report back to Steering Committee. These working 
groups establish Scope of Work,  and action plans for 
each project, and ensure its implementation. 

May commencement 
 

  

Design and Physical Enhancement Initiatives: Confirm and Prioritize 

Downtown Streetscape Enhancements:  Summer/Fall 2013 

Waterfront renewal – Phase I    “ 

Private Property enhancements: Metro, V&S 
Stedmans, Boards, Valley Gazette, Employment 
Outreach 

   “  

Entries and signage    “ 

  

Cultural Mapping/Heritage Conservation 

Give support and profile to work of Barry‟s Bay 
Heritage Society and the excellent interpretive plaque 
program 
http://www.barrysbaythisweek.com/2012/10/24/bay-
heritage-walk-unveiled 
 

ongoing 

  

Encourage schools to be engaged in oral history to be determined 

http://www.barrysbaythisweek.com/2012/10/24/bay-heritage-walk-unveiled
http://www.barrysbaythisweek.com/2012/10/24/bay-heritage-walk-unveiled
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project, and photodocumentation of heritage homes 
and buildings 

County mapping initiative – engage in more detailed 
mapping and idenitification of local tangible physical 
and intangible cultural assets  

      “ 

Marketing and Promotion 

  

Follow recommendations of Marketing Plan to market 
the experience of Barry‟s Bay/Madawaska Valley‟s 
great outdoors and enjoy a genuine, unique cultural 
experience all in the same visit and infrastructure in 
place that overlaps these two experiences.  The new 
heritage walk project, The Opeongo heritage trail and 
the railway bed are all out-door physical activities that 
are strongly linked to the cultural heritage 
 
Barry‟s Bay‟s downtown and waterfront  revitalization 
projects will complement and add substance to the 
Marketing Plan activities 
 
 

  
      “ 

Tourism and Economic Development 

Be informed and use as continued reference the 
Township of Madawaska Valley Economic 
Development Strategic Plan -2010-2014 

ongoing 

Consider Highway 60 Corridor initiative 
 

To be determined 

Consider initiating Madawaska Heritage Route 
initiative from Algonquin Park to Arnprior 
Identify, develop additional concept plans for 
walking/hiking trails system 

     “ 

Identify cycling tour routes and organize a working 
group to further develop and promote these 

    “ 

Support and promote existing events and explore 
additional : eg Cultural heritage festival: Polish/Irish  

    “ 

  

 

 

 

 

The Main Street and Heritage Regions Approach For Barry’s Bay and Madawaska 

Valley 

Our downtown commercial areas are the most visible indicator of a community‟s 
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economic and social health.  The Main Street Approach, implemented in over 100 towns 
and cities by the Heritage Canada Foundation is a downtown revitalization methodology 
that differs from typical community and economic development endeavours. Each 
downtown or main street is unique and “revitalization” is not just about cosmetic 
beautification. 
Heritage Canada Foundation‟s “Heritage Regions” works with a broader region, helping 
make sustainable, the urban and rural region as an entirety by fostering . 
 
The Barry‟s Bay-Carleton Project worked with a comprehensive Main Street/Heritage 
Regions approach to the Fall Term‟s work that included planning and ideas exchanges 
between the community and the Carleton U. team around the following component 
elements of the approach, as illustrated below: .  
 

This model illustrates a comprehensive approach to coalescing the creative energy and 
ideas of the Barry‟s Bay community into an action plan for the short and longer term. 
The plan and subsequent actions need to be achievable, and reflect  the priorities of the 
community as a whole.  
 
Additionally, a regional, or Madawaska Valley-wide approach has potential to yield 
substantive outcomes. Coordination and collaboration between Barry‟s Bay-Wilno-
Combermere, and the rural community and organizations and businesses, therein, 
would be worth considering.  Strategies for increased cooperative marketing and 



8 

 

advertising initiatives, and collaborative product and service development could be 
explored. This regional approach, based on working with the creativity and natural and 
cultural assets of the whole municipality has the potential to increase the number of 
visitors to the areas, increase sales for local businesses, create jobs, increase 
volunteerism and create new businesses  
 
A stronger sense of pride, confidence and a new appreciation and understanding 
among the communities involved for the uniqueness of this region would definitely be a 
benefit.  
 
 
The Carleton Team Planning and Design Process 
 
 
The Carleton U team, with grateful thanks to Claudia Van Wijk and the Madawaska 
Kanu Centre passenger van travelled to Barry‟s Bay for the weekend of October 19-21st.  
 
The team was comprised of: Erin Harrison, Nancy Oakley,T iffany Douglas, Bradley 
Dunn, Caroline Kimmes, Clément Gosselin, Clément, Gosselin, Mathew McKenna, , 
Tom Crossman, Troy Whalen, Jay Pabila, and Jim Mountain. Ghazi  Sharif,  and 
Mustafa Arkadan could not make this initial trip due to class scheduling, but did 
contribute to the final design projects. 
 
The schedule and process outlined below illustrates the emphasis placed on community 
input – from all ages – for informing the proposed work by Carleton‟s School of 
Architecture team.  
 
The schedule and activities were as follows:                  

 
Schedule:Friday, October 19, 2012  

 
8:30 am 
11:00am  
 

 
Departure, Carleton Team with Claudia Van Wijk , Madawaska Kanu Centre 
Visited community of Wilno and Heritage Centre en route.   

11:30am Brief drive tour of Barry‟s Bay upon arrival 
Lunch in Barry‟s Bay and team meeting 

12:30 
pm 

Mapping and Planning Exercise 
Elementary Schools : Sherwood and St John Bosco Schools  
Exercise: 
Class divided into working groups of 4-6 at tables 
Students made maps of Barry‟s Bay as they knew it and of ideas for 
initiatives that would “make things better” in the community. 
Students were asked to name one project they would like to see 
accomplished  

 2 Teams of six 
at Sherwood 
and St John 
Bosco Schools 
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1:40pm Madawaska Valley District High School: Planning and Design 
exercises. Team split into 3 teams of 4 

3 teams 
 

2:30 - 4 
pm 

Walking tour of downtown, photo-documentation of all downtown 
buildings ,viewscapes, details of buildings, maintenance, repair and 
enhancement, conservation opportunities 
Notes were made of potential design ideas 

3 teams:  
 

4:30 pm Team assembled at Balmoral Hotel to prepare for evening 
presentation 

 

5:30pm Supper at restaurants  
 

 

7:00 pm Madawaska Ski Hill; Community Open House and presentations: 
Carleton Presentation and  workshop exercise – mapping and 
visioning discussions 
Evening also featured displays by local groups  

 

9:30 pm Team dispersed with billet hosts  for overnight   

 Saturday October 20  

9:00 am Team rendez-vou in town:  Discussion about Day One:  
what was seen and heard 

Balmoral Hotel 

10 – 12 
noon 

Continued photo-documentation of community, of buildings and 
landscape and natural features and consultations with property 
owners: Stedmans, Metro, Mad Outdoors and others. Each team 
documented the owners ideas and issues, and discussed potential 
design ideas for each building/property 

3 teams as 
before 

12 noon Lunch: team de-brief  

1:00-
4:00 

Teams workshop Charette:  
Prepared preliminary sketches/visual designs based on opportunities 
identified. Visit to Seniors Homes and other interviews were held 

Balmoral Hotel 

5 pm-8 
pm 

Madawaska Kanu Centre -  Focus Group – A working supper 
summarized ideas presented and  
discussed to date, and feedback noted 

MKC 

 Sunday morning : Team debrief, tour of Highway 62 and Combermere 
and return to Ottawa. 

 

 
Throughout this whole weekend visit - during the meetings and through conversations 
throughout the weekend - these questions guided the design-planning approach: 
 

 What is the “essence” of Madawaska Valley/Barry’s Bay - the “cultural 
heritage” that comes from the stories contained within the lives and experiences 
of residents, and the buildings and sites in and around the community, past and 
present ?  

 What makes Madawaska Valley/Barry’s Bay a place where people want to live 
in, come to visit, and to experience? 

 What are the dreams and aspirations of the community as a whole  - 
residents - young and older – now and for the future ? 
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 What challenges are facing the community? What partnerships and 
resources can be invited to the project to meet those challenges and generate 
opportunities for the community ? 
 

 

 
 
From the October 19-21st visit, the Carleton University team began the process of 
completing design concepts for downtown Barry‟s Bay, its highway entrances and 
downtown commercial streetscape, plus individual privately owned buildings, and the 
public waterfront recreation area and beach.  
 
On December 4th the Carleton team returned to Barry‟s Bay and presented their work to 
two well-attended community meetings at the Barry‟s Bay seniors centre. The term-end 
projects were delivered for evaluation by the end of December. 
 
The Barry‟s Bay Resource Team process was designed to have as many people as 
possible - of all ages and backgrounds – contribute their ideas, thoughts, and 
knowledge into creating a dynamic plan of action for the community. It is the kind of plan 
that is informed by Barry‟s Bay‟s history - the town‟s uniquely rich natural and cultural 
heritage - and the community‟s present-day aspirations for the short and long-term 
future.  
 
The Carleton University team heard loud and clear that through conserving and working 
with the community‟s opportunities, and assets, there would be ways to turn these into 
tangible projects and activities that would benefit the town and area as a whole for the 
foreseeable future. 
 
 In the context of the wonderful dialogue that occurred during this October weekend  
and December presentations it became evident that the Barry‟s Bay initiative was much 
more than a downtown revitalization project.  
 
It is that, and more – it is about sustaining Barry‟s Bay and Madawaska Township into 
the future as an excellent place to grow up in, live and work in, and to visit..  
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This project gives the whole community the opportunity to come together, share creative 
ideas for tangible actions, and mobilize people to work together on initiatives that benefit 
the community as a whole. 
 
Historical Context The Essence of Barry’s Bay and the Madawaska Valley 
 

 
 
The Carleton project was informed by the Barry‟s Bay and Madawaska Valley‟s history.  

 

Excerpted from Angela Lorbetskie‟s  A Short History of Barry’s Bay, some key milestone 
points in  how the community and its landscape evolved over time are, as follows:  

 “The local people call it Barry's Bay... But from the far  reaches of the past, this 
peaceful cove was a place of rendezvous - Kuaenash Ne-ishing.--- Algonquin for 
'beautiful bay' on the turbulent  Madawaska River” November 24, 1960) 
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Map indicating original Algonquin Anishinabeg names for waterways, courtesy of Chief 
Kirby Whiteduck, Pikwakanagan First Nation - Golden Lake 

 

 

 The name Barry‟s Bay could be derived from James Barry,  a foreman for 
McLaughlin's Lumber in Arnprior, or  a variation of the name James Byer who‟s 
farm was indicated by surveyors Murray (1853) and Haslett (1847) or as Tom 
Murray, of Murray Bros.” It was one vast blueberry plain. Families used to come 
from 15 or 20 miles away by horse and buggy to pick blueberries there..  
intended to call it Berry‟s Bay but somebody couldn‟t spell” 

 The government sponsored 'settlement road'. the Opeongo Road started in 1854, 
and ran roughly westward along the Bonnechere River and Madawaska River to 
the Great Opeongo Lake 

 The first men who  worked on the road construction were offered 100-200 acres 
of land for  settlement.  

 These settlers, who left their homelands primarily due to  political and economic 
conditions were predominantly of Polish and Irish extraction.  

 In a report dated June 23, 1862, A.J. Forrest, Provincial Land Surveyor 
recommended the head  of Barry's Bay as an eligible site for a town plot 

 In 1879 the first hotel (also the first  established permanent dwelling) was built in 
the area which was later to become the Village of Barry's Bay.. 

 During this time transportation consisted of the stage coach, horses, the 
Mayflower steamer which provided a seasonal daily communication link, mail and 
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passenger and freight service between Barry's Bay and Combermere and the 
railroad.  
 

 
Map showing the historic Opeongo Road, and the Ottawa-Parry Sound Railway/Grand 
Trunk/CN line which along with today’s Highway 60 all intersect in the vicinity of the 
historic train station in downtown Barry’s Bay 

 

 In 1888, the J.R. Booth Lumber Company of Ottawa incorporated the Ottawa-
Arnprior and Parry Sound  Railroad Company. In 1894  the arrival of the railway 

train was a major milestone in the history of  
the area.  

 

 Barry's Bay became a supply depot and 
a site for Joseph Prince who is credited by 
many for  owning the first sawmill in Barry's 
Bay. 1893 saw the first general  store in Barry's 
Bay.  

 In 1895 County  Council designated 
Barry's Bay for a town site  
1896 saw the erection of the first mission 
church for Barry's Bay 

 

 In 1912, the area lost an important link in the  chain of communication and 
transport between Barry's Bay and Combermere.  The Mayflower, a sternwheeler 

which had been carrying mail, passengers and  freight 
went down in lake Kamaniskeg taking all lives on board 
with the  exception of three persons who survived.  

 The railway station and the only remaining wooden 
water tank in Eastern Canada have been repaired by  
interested groups in order to preserve another part of our 
rich heritage.  
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 Hydro and telephone services were introduced in the Village in the  1920's and 
1930's.  

 In 1933, the village of Barry's Bay was incorporated under by-law 1184 of  the 
County of Renfrew out of 520 acres of the Township of Sherwood 

 A movie  theatre was built in 1948 by the late Frank Cybulskie  

 By 1960, the population of the village was 1,468 persons and 75 establishments 
carried on businesses in and around it 

 In 1960 the St. Francis Memorial Hospital was completed in the Township of 
Sherwood right next to the village on land donated by the late H.J. Chapeskie.  

 1975 saw installation of water and sewer municipal services for the village  

 In 1980 an Official Plan was adopted by council for the designation of areas in 
the village for  residential, commercial and industrial purposes, etc.  

 The Village of Barry‟s Bay was officially incorporated, together with the Township 
of Sherwood Jones & Burns and the Township of Radcliffe into the Township of 
Madawaska Valley on January 1, 2001. 
 
 

Key Characteristics: Visual Representation 
The following section offers a visual reflection on the unique natural and historical 
setting, vernacular architecture , and Highway 60/62 street morphology that comprises 
Barry‟s Bay and its place on Kaminiskeg Lake within the Madawaska Valley. 
The community meetings (see Appendix I) gave great words to describe what Barry‟s 
Bay means to its residents. These images support the community‟s sense of identity 
and place that have been developed over time .  
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Barry‟s Bay‟s downtown has a good mix of long-standing independent businesses, and 
key services set in a picturesque and historic natural setting 
 
 

 
 
The provincial Highway 60 is the primary “Main Street running through Barry‟s Bay, 
linking the community with Renfrew and the Trans Canada Highway to the east, and to 
Algonquin Park to the west. 
Highway 60 provides considerable benefit, but also challenges to the community. It 
brings thousands of visitors directly through the town,especially between May “long 
weekend” and Thanksgiving. The Highway aspect of this thoroughfare is not overly 
friendly to pedestrians – there are no designated cross-walks in existence, except for 
the Highway 60 & 62 T-junction. Sidewalks are inconsistent or non-existent. The speed 
of car and truck traffic is a factor. 
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Barry‟s Bay‟s Main Street has a unique curvilinear feel to it upon entry into the 
downtown from the west. This does naturally slow vehicles down. The streetscape is a 
mix of well-maintained and landscaped residential properties and commercial buildings 
 

 
 
Unique independent business owners individually have maintained their properties with 
creativity and are a role model for others to potentially emulate 
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Downtown Barry‟s Bay is a utilitarian place and space, accommodating local resident‟s  
travel, tourists as well as the lumbering industry. There are a “rash” of signs. The 
Carleton U project determined that downtown signage needs refreshing. The 
overabundance of signs are arguably ineffectual, are a maintenance eye-sore and need 
a “re-think”. The waterfront, one of Barry‟s Bay‟s most invaluable assets, is minimally 
promoted. 
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The “Village” feel to downtown is a rich and unique asset, and the residences on the 
main street and in close proximity to the commercial area allow for pedestrian access 
and presence in the downtown.  
 

 
Barry‟s Bay is a spiritual and cultural centre, as reflected in its churches and well 
maintained places of remembrance 
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There is a long and strong  history of local support from existing families and 
businesses for worthwhile community projects 

 
 
Barry‟s Bay‟s one pedestrian cross-walk, at the juncture of Highway‟s 60 and 62 is an 
asset, but one is not enough. The Highway 60 town of Renfrew to the east has 5 
crosswalks in its downtown, of similar linear length. The Carleton U project has 
addressed this issue in the ensuing Design Section. 
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Downtown‟s sidewalks and streets function as a key gathering places, and public art 
works honour Barry‟s Bay‟s history, and its people who contributed to building the 
community. 
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Commemoration of history in the downtown is important  for residents and visitors to 
appreciate, and these lend to creating events, art exhibits, lectures, theatre productions 
to illustrate these facets of  the communities heritage, as well as being a potential 
attractionas reflecting..The Opeongo Road, Zurakowski Park and the Train 
Station/Watertower  are terrific stories that can be developed further. 
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The Lake, The Waterways  and Madawaska Valley’s natural and “ forest industry” 
heritage 
 
 

 
 
The amazing lake-frontage looking out onto “Barry‟s Bay” and Lake Kaminiskeg. Design 
proposals for the waterfront, and minimizing the aesthetic impacts of the Wastewater 
Treatment Plan ( an issue heard loud and clear from the community) are contained in 
the Design Section 

 
Looking back towards 
the beach from Mask 
Island 
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Vestiges of the area‟s historic forest industry infrastructure have been maintained and 
are highly interesting to visit, and appreciate. The materials of wood/water/rock are 
ingredients of the experience of visiting this replicated timber slide between Barry‟s Bay 
and Combermere 
 

 
 
The area‟s geology and pine and hardwood forests yield natural, organic materials that 
inspired the design proposals of the Carleton U team.  
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Lumbering is still an important part of the local economy.The use of wood materials in 
proposed design solutions was a major theme in the Carleton U team‟s discussions 
during their Fall Term‟s work. 
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Lake Kaminiskeg and its vistas and surrounding forested hills also define the natural 
setting that the villages of the Madawaska Valley are situated in. The closeness to 
nature informed the design solutions arrived at by the Carleton U team. 
 
 
Historical Commemorations – the outstanding “Heritage Walk” project, and artist‟s 
interpretations of the area‟s history – some very tragic – again reinforce the layers of 
stories that make up the unique narrative of Barry‟s Bay/Madawaska Valley.  
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Components of a Barry’s Bay –Madawaska Valley Vision Statement: 
Developing a community-based, community supported “vision” for the present and 
future ( and built upon what has been inherited from the past) takes time, and input from 
as many people, of all ages and backgrounds, as possible.  
 
The schools and community meetings, and the work accomplished previously by such 
initiatives as Township of Madawaska Valley Economic Development Strategic 
Plan (April 27,2010), the 2002 County of Renfrew Official Plan,  A Cultural 
Framework for the City of Pembroke and the County of Renfrew, (February 2012) 
FICE Report (First Impressions) of Barry’s Bay ,  Pembroke and the Ottawa Valley 
Cultural Mapping Project (February 13, 2012) and The Township of Madawaska 
Valley Marketing Plan (2012-13)  have inspired and greatly informed the Carleton U 
team‟s design proposals. 
 
A more readable and concise “Vision Statement” is a piece of work that could be 
accomplished in future discussions.  
 
For this report, the Carleton U team was told, clearly and proudly, that a vision 
statement would contain these key words:  
 
 Barry’s Bay-Madawaska Valley is a place that 

•  Builds on its historic, natural, community assets 
•  Is a  community attractive to retain youth and attract young     

 adults,and retirees 
•  Maintains an attractive self-sustaining downtown core  
•  Is a solid central location for local government and services  
•  Restores the waterfront for recreation and natural conservation 
• Plants and maintain more trees and greenery  
• Celebrates “wood” and its contributions to the economy  
• Celebrates our culture  - Kashub, Irish, Polish, our art, craft, trades 
• Markets ourselves as a Four Season destination  
• Develops trails , ATV, Skidoo, Walking, cross country skiing and and biking  
• Sees more “thru” traffic stopping to shop spend and enjoy  
• Encourages local people to shop more in our community  
• Creates a place that retains youth  
• Improves the street appeal of its buildings    
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From Vision to Design 
From these visioning attributes listed above, the Carleton U team developed design 
concepts for : 
 

Design Project  Carleton U Team Members 

Public Spaces   

 Downtown Streetscape enhancements: Benches, 

lighting planters 

 Entries to Barry‟s Bay 

 Improved signage  

 Pedestrian crossings 

 Pathways – downtown and to waterfront 

 Parking : Identification and organization 

Bradley, Jay, Mustafa, Ghazi, 
Mathew, Troy 
and team discussions  

 Lakefront and Waste Treatment Plant “greening” and 

site re-organization: 3 Phases 

Tom, Mustafa, Ghazi, Jay  

Private Businesses   

 Metro : “greening” and outdoor rest area/food demo 

area 

Clément, Caroline  

 Valley Gazette and “Boards: Facade and signage 

improvements 

Clément, Caroline  

 Stedmans : Facade re-design: 3 options Troy, Mathew  

 Mad Outdoors – Stedman‟s  Passageway enhancement Bradley  

 Employment Outreach: Facade and building re-design Tom, Jay  
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The Design Projects were as noted previously, informed by those who participated – 
those from 8 to 80 ++ who took on the roles of planners, designers, architects, mentors, 
and community leaders in the truest sense. Elementary and high school students, 
business people, elected officials, representatives of some of the many community 
organizations, and people both newer and long-time residents to the community  took 
part and willingly discussed, debated and offered creative thoughts about where Barry‟s 
Bay and Madawaska Valley could go into the future with all that it has to offer. 
 
Additionally, the Carleton U team was guided by some key goals for delivering their 
collective work, namely that the team would deliver on. These include” 
. 

 Identify and implement a program for public improvements that reflect the “character 
and essence of place” that Barry‟s Bay is all about, and utilizing local crafts/trades 
people and materials indigenous to the area – eg Wood (Pine/Cedar) Rock(shield 
geology) and Greenery (indigenous plants) Water – conservation of and renewal of 
waterfront/ habitat 

 Identify existing assets 

 Develop a plan for visual enhancement of the project area within the context of 
downtown renewal, excellence in contemporary design, and historic and cultural 
interpretation and preservation 

 Identify short-term “shovel-ready projects for 2013 

 Educate building owners and the general public about good design elements and 
practices 
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THE CARLETON U DESIGN PROJECTS 
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The Revitalization and Transformation of Main Street Barry’s Bay 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Bradley Dunn                                                                                              100829428                                                                                                    
ARCU 3902 

 
 
 
MAIN STREET PROPOSAL 
Project Purpose and Context: 
  

 

 

Main Street Barry‟s Bay, also known as Highway 60 is the most traveled route 

through the town.  Most people traveling through Barry‟s Bay are doing so in order to 

get to Algonquin Park.  Currently the Main Street of Barry‟s Bay does not give people a 

significant reason to stop and explore the rich culture and services that the town has to 

offer.  In order to allow Barry‟s Bay to achieve success economically and socially an 

enhancement of Main Street must occur.  This enhancement or transformation should 
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not only encompass the beautification of the street, it must also include functional 

additions such as crosswalks, and improved communication through a signage 

program.  This Main Street project will have its best chance at success through the 

integration and cooperation of the business owners as well as the people of Barry‟s 

Bay. 

 Project Analysis and Rationale: Currently Main Street Barry‟s Bay is not an 

inviting place to compel visitors to get out of their car and explore the town.  This has a 

negative effect on business owners in Barry‟s Bay as well as the community as a whole.  

If visitors are not coming and spending money within the town then the economy of 

Barry‟s Bay will suffer, in turn driving residents away from the town to seek opportunities 

elsewhere.  The revitalization and transformation of Main Street is critical for the future 

success of Barry‟s Bay. 

 

Through the implementation of certain cosmetic components such as flowers it 

will allow the town to possess a more inviting aesthetic and potentially retain more 

visitors who typically pass on through An addition as simple as flowers can be an 

attribute that compels visitors to explore the town.  However, once they are out of their 

vehicle there must be reason for them to stay for an extended period of time as well as 

come back again.  Elements and amenities such as crosswalks, benches and public 

washrooms are the things that make people feel comfortable compelling them to stay 



32 

 

longer.  If they have a place to sit and relax and a way to access the entire Main Street 

it will inspire longer more enjoyable visits to Barry‟s Bay.  Catering to the pedestrian will 

be a key factor in the success of the transformation. 

 

Case Examples/References: 

Main Street Renfrew: 
 The Main Street in Renfrew is the perfect example of the use of crosswalks in a 

small town.  There are a number of crosswalks along Main Street that allow an ease of 

accessibility to both sides of the street.  The crosswalks also slow down traffic through 

downtown Renfrew making it a safer place for pedestrians.  Main Street in Renfrew also 

has mature trees strategically placed so they do not block storefronts from the street.  

The trees add a natural aesthetic that makes the street more welcoming.   

Renfrew is a sister community to Barry‟s Bay, located at the eastern commencement 

point of Highway 60. The precedent of crosswalks in Renfrew, on this Highway 60 

corridor, should also make in possible to introduce these safety features in Barry‟s Bay, 

and other Highway 60 communities leading up to Algonquin Park. 
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Main Street Newmarket: 
 Main Street in Newmarket possesses numerous plants in large pots as well as 

hanging from light standards.  This brightens up the atmosphere of the street and 

makes it come to life.  The beautiful flowers along the street are sometimes the reason 

people park their car and take a walk down Main Street.  The flowers are used for visual 

appeal as well as a way to subtly divide space.  They are placed strategically in order to 

create a subconscious barrier between the sidewalk and the road.  This designation of 

pedestrian and vehicular space is 

important to have on a main street.  

Another feature that Main Street has is a 

number of crosswalks.  These 

crosswalks have been designated using 

interlocking paving stones.  Most of the 

crosswalks have a bench surrounded by 

flowers on one side of the street.  This accessibility allows for access to both sides of 

the street and provides a place to sit and relax while on Main Street. 
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Project Methodology: 

Transforming and revitalizing Main Street is a multifaceted approach that 

involves many members of the community to participate in order to achieve success.  

The task creating a plan for the new Main Street was no different; many members of the 

class focused on specific aspects of the streetscape in order to achieve a successful 

compilation of all our ideas and unique elements.  The proposal for the new Main Street 

of Barry‟s Bay will include the introduction of; removable planters, benches and light 

standards, crosswalks at significant nodes of Main Street, signage and communication, 

and the revitalization and renovations of local businesses.  It is recommended that all 

of these Main Street Barry’s Bay amenities be as much as possible, fabricated by 

trades people whose businesses are in and around Barry’s Bay, and Madawaska 

Valley.  

 

Planters:   

Main Street Barry‟s Bay lacked noticeable colour 

and life, a solution to this problem was to add 

planters with large flowers in order to bring 

colour and a natural aesthetic to Main Street.  

The planters took many forms, including; large 

planters that can be removed by forklift in the 
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winter, hanging baskets, and planters attached to benches as a single unit.   

 

Benches:  

A number of benches were designed for Main Street Barry‟s Bay.  The purpose of 

implementing benches was to make a more welcoming atmosphere, to have the 

concept of relaxing and spending time in Barry‟s Bay as a tangible object. 

 

 

 

Lighting:  

Introducing new lampposts to the 

streetscape will give the street a more 

personal feel that is less utilitarian than 

the current aesthetic produced by the 

highway lights.  New light introduced 

should be at a human scale in order for 

it the street to feel more like a traditional 

main street.  This lighting could be made 

from wood or metal.  It is crucial for 

each light to be able to be powered 

independently through solar power so they might be easily removed from the street for 

easy snow removal in the winter.  Also if the street lights are powered independently 

then they will not have to use any of the power for the town. If they are built solidly 

enough, and strategically located, these innovative light standards could be installed for 

year-round usage. 

 

Signage:  

Replacing and in some cases completely removing existing signage will allow for more 

clear direction through the town especially for the commercial establishments and the 

waterfront.  Directional signage can be accomplished through the means of banners.  
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Storefronts:  

Updating and maintaining the storefronts of the commercial establishments will provide 

a more welcoming aesthetic and make the town as a whole appear well maintained and 

carefully cared for.   

Several proposals for enhancement of private business storefronts and properties 

appear later in this report.  

Crosswalks: 

 Implementing crosswalks in key locations will allow better accessibility of both sides of 

the street as well as slowing traffic along Main Street to make pedestrian traffic more 

inviting.  Crosswalks also provide safe route for children to cross the street.  The 

concept of introducing more crosswalks to Barry‟s Bay was a topic many locals were 

passionate to implement.   

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 
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locations of these crosswalks were crucial for accessibility as well as controlling the flow 

of pedestrian traffic through Main Street.  The members of the community knew where 

crosswalks were needed because their familiarity of downtown Barry‟s Bay.  They 

understand the flow of Main Street and are aware of exactly where the needs arose.  

 
 
A particular node of Main Street that many thought need a crosswalk was in front of 
Afelskies Shoe Store, the three way intersection of highway 60 and Dunn Street.  This 
high traffic area provided an opportunity to provide more street side amenities that 
would also help to define the crosswalk. 
 
These images show the crosswalk with benches, lampposts and maps situated on one 

side of the street.  They are contained within three no-parking spots, utilizing the unused 

space to its fullest potential. 
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Project Deliverables:             

Planters: 

Mustafa –benches mixed with planters and planters with reservoirs manufactured in 

Thunder Bay 

Benches: 

Mustafa – benches and location map 

Jay - benches 

Lighting: 

Jay – Lamppost  

 

Signage: 

It is important for the signage on Main Street to 

have the ability to quickly communicate what it 

was intended to.  With the town being the size it 

is people do not get an opportunity to spend 

much time looking around as they drive through.  

Currently the signage on Main Street does not 

convey its intended message as effectively as it 

could.  An example of this is the sign for the 

waterfront located at Highway 60 and Bay Street.  

This sign does not engage the viewer to the point where people are unaware that there 

is in fact at waterfront in Barry‟s Bay. 

New Signage must be introduced in order to successful communicate the location of the 

waterfront in Barry‟s Bay.  One of the lowest cost interventions that could be undertaken 

is to use banners to convey this message.  The appearance will need to immediately 

convey the message of a waterfront in Barry‟s Bay, as well as communicating where 

this waterfront is located.  The strategy that should be utilized in Barry‟s Bay is to make 

a route to the waterfront that can be navigate simply by following the banners.  The 

following images are concept sketches of what this banner could look like.   
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This site plan conveys what route the Pathway to the waterfront would follow starting at 

Highway 60 and Bay Street.  The route continues down Bay Street until it reaches the 

waterfront, the circles represent significant nodes along the route where banners would 

be placed. 
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This image demonstrated the signage 

that would be present along the route to 

the waterfront. 
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Crosswalks: 

Crosswalks should be introduced at three specific locations along Main Street in Barry‟s 

Bay.  These locations are high traffic areas that currently have no existing method of 

accessing the opposite side of the street other than using the single crosswalk at 

Highway 60 and Bay Street.   

The three proposed locations for a crosswalk are at: 

- At the three way intersection of Highway 60 and Dunn street, in front of Afelskies 

Shoes 

- Across Highway 60 where Zurakowski Park meets the train station 

- At the three way intersection of Highway 60 and Stafford Street, across Highway 

60  
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Sources: 

 

"The Same Magic That Attracts Us to Famous City Streets and Quaint Village Centres 

Is Taking Root in  

Suburban Soil. For the Third Time in Two Hundred Years, Main Street Is 

Resurrecting Itself and the Way We Shop." Newmarket BIA. N.p., n.d. Web. Nov. 

2012. 

 

"Town of Renfrew." :: County of Renfrew. N.p., n.d. Web. Nov. 2012. 

 

"Welcome to the Township of Scugog." Welcome to the Township of Scugog. N.p., n.d. 

Web. Nov. 2012.  
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The Revitalisation of Barry‟s Bay Main Street: Jay Pabila 

A.      Project Purpose and Context: 
 
The Main Street (Opeongo Line/ Highway 60) of Barry‟s Bay is a concrete corridor 
through the green landscapes of the Ottawa Valley. There needs to be a reconnect of 
greenery in and throughout the town to the surrounding back drop of Canadian Shield. 
Initially the objective of this project was the Greening of Barry‟s Bay, now I believe it 
should be called the “Revitalization of Barry‟s Bay” as there are a multitude of aspects 
of the town that need to be addressed and “Greened”. My focus is mainly at the 
greening and friendly-ising of the Main Street, mainly looking at the streetscape. This 
includes maps, seating and light standards. 
  
B.      Project Analysis and Rationale: 
 
The issue of a “non-friendly” Main Street is bad for the identity of the town. I believe that 
a welcoming town should have green spaces, foot traffic, and slow car traffic on the 
main street. The problem with the Opeongo Line (Main Street) is that because it is a 
provincial highway, the city has no real say in the speed limiting, and conditioning of the 
street. The only forms of lighting on the street are the large highway light fixtures, which 
are only located on the north side and gives an industrial feel to the street. Seating 
along the street is almost non-existent, with only a couple benches scattered along the 
streetscape. Mapping the town is another issue as that the only town map is located 
near the Beer Store where there is little or no foot traffic. 
 
As a community, Barry‟s Bay and effectively the entirety of the Madawaska Valley, 
needs to address these issues because as a community that a larger summer 
community and the dwindling population of younger people staying in the area, the 
future of Barry‟s Bay seems grim. A stronger focus on sprucing up the Main Street 
would attract more people to visit the area other than just in the summer months and for 
the travellers going to Algonquin Park and beyond, they could stay longer and discover 
the local businesses. 
 
My solutions would resolve some of the issues because they will, literally lighten up the 
streetscape and make it more inviting to foot traffic and encourage people walking from 
store to store and actually using the street as it was meant to be used, a Main Street 
where all the primary retail street of the town take place, it is the focal point of the town 
as much of the town is situated around the Main street. I think that the street could be 
more local friendly by the slowing of thru-traffic by lowering the speed limit and the 
addition of cross-walks. Other aspects that would help resolve some of the issues would 
be to add sitting areas and new light fixtures. The new seating would be the addition of 
benches that can be manufactured locally therefore potentially creating jobs for 
craftsmen and even allow for the opportunity for apprenticeships for the younger 
community and encourage them to stay in the area when they are older. The new light 
fixtures would also help because they too can be manufactured locally and would make 
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the streetscape more pedestrian friendly. They would be installed on the south side as 
the only existing light fixtures are located on the north side. The lights will also be 
energy efficient because they are solar powered and do not need to be connected to 
municipal power. A good mapping system would also benefit the town for the future. 
The mapping would almost be like a mall directory focusing on the Main Street. The 
map would help visitors, and even locals locate where stores are located and make the 
main street more like a mini mall area where people can park on the peripheries of the 
Main Street and walk to each store.  
C.      Case Examples/References 

Benches 
In my design of the bench I wanted to look at local materials and touch into Barry‟s Bay 
history of logging. I looked at simple log benches that would emulate feel of the area. 

 
 

 

 

 

Lighting 
My lighting design was also based on local materials where the post is a log in itself 
where anything can be added to it. I also wanted to incorporate a way that it would not 
need to be added to the local municipality hydro network, therefore looked at solar 
powered fixtures. I also wanted to add the feel of a main street by adding traditional 

looking lighting standards. 
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Mapping 
Simplicity is the key when it comes to maps and mall directories are often the simplest. 
As of right now, there is a map of the area located at the Beer Store. It is too small to 
read and not very clear. I wanted to make a new map of the main street businesses that 

was clear and simple. 
 
D.      Project Methodology 

Benches 
The concept for my bench was that it should be able to be supplied and manufactured 
locally. The benches will encourage the use of the area‟s skilled craftsmen and 
encourage job development and apprenticeships for younger individuals.  

Lighting 
The concept of the new lighting standards is similar to that of the benches; supplied and 

manufactured locally. I also wanted to encourage environmental friendliness by making 

the light fixtures solar powered and therefore they do not require power from the 

municipality. If there is a demand for a contemporary fixture, something dynamic like 

this could work. 

Maps 
The concept of a new mapping system for the town was apparent when we noticed the 
current one at the Beer Store is not very clear and poorly placed. I looked in the 
direction of mall directories as they are the simplest form of mapping retail areas. 
 
E.       Project Deliverables: 

Benches 
I designed the benches to follow two rules; simple and local. The benches are simple in 
the way that there are built. The bench is mad of 2 different log diameters, one diameter 
for the part where people sit and the bigger diameter log for the stands/legs. The main 
bench can be any length that is desired or constrained by the actual size of the logs at 
hand. The sitting area is as simple as 3 cuts to form a flat area where the user sits. The 
sitting area would 20-22 inches off the ground or could again vary due to constraints in 
the available logs or changed to whatever dimension. In order of the main log sitting 

http://inhabitat.com/sustainable-city-street-lights-by-phillips/
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bench to sit stable on the legs, there will need to be semicircular cut-outs where the 
main log would fit into the cut-outs of the legs. I believe a friction fit would be sufficient 
enough for the benches, but ideally a threaded rod would be drilled through the legs and 
bench and tied together with metal plates and nuts to connect all the pieces together. 
Costs of the bench would be low because all the materials and labour is local and the 
township does not even have to pay for all of them, they would be able to be 
“sponsored” by people in the community. Benches that would be placed near or in front 
of certain stores could be sponsored by the respected store owners. I also wanted the 
benches to be able to blend into the natural landscape if they were to be placed in a 
park or even along the waterfront, as the design of the benches are universal for the 
local area. Implementation of the benches could be headed up by the municipal 
government then the locals could follow suit and start to sponsor some of the benches 
in public areas and local businesses could sponsor ones that are placed outside their 
stores. 
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Lighting 
The new lighting standards I designed are similar to those of the bench. I used a single 
log post that can be any height but ideally 8ft tall and would house a solar powered light 
fixture. The post I designed would be 12inches wide at the bottom taper to 8inces at the 
top. Again, like the benches, the posts can be any size the end consumer wishes and 
would also be constrained to the dimensions of the logs at hand. The actual light 
fixtures would have to be bought from a supplier as there are many options on the 
market or there is the opportunity for a local electrician to manufacture the fixtures 
themselves if they have the resources and know-how. An issue that concerns locals is 
the amounts of snow that the town sees in the winter months, so to accommodate the 
new lighting standards would be removable in the winter time. The posts would sit on 
metal rods that would be anchored to the ground. The rods would sit 2ft in the ground, 
encased with concrete, and extend 3ft out of the ground. A vertical hole in the post 
would be drilled out and the post would sit on the metal rod. Aesthetically, the post 
would be clear coated or stained in a dark colour. There will also be brackets that fit 
around the post and have extension arms where you could hang flower baskets or even 
banners. Cost wise, the most expensive part would be the actual light fixtures but there 
a lot of fixtures on the market and wholesale buying would be ideal for the best deal 
possible. Implementation of the new lighting standards would be similar to that of the 
benches but mainly headed by the municipality as the main locations for street lights 
would be along the south side of Main Street, but is not limited to just the main street. 
Both benches and lights were designed to be universal for the Madawaska Valley and 
could be placed all around the township. 
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Mapping 
Simplicity is the key to a readable and functional map. The new maps I am proposing 
are based on mall directories, which are essentially the simplest maps in the world. 
They are useful because they can be organized in colours, sectors, categories, etc. I 
devised two different maps that are organized in two different ways; sectors and specific 
locations. A good venture for the future would be to develop an „app‟ for smartphones 
that map out the businesses in the town of Barry‟s Bay and even the entirety of the 
Madawaska Valley. Each business would be linked to the application and have basic 
information and news bulletins such as sales and new arrivals of merchandise. 
Cooperation with the businesses would be vital for the survival of this because 
information would have to be provided by the business owners would need to be 
updated by the businesses themselves in order to survive. The physical map directories 
would need to be placed in strategic places along the main street and parking areas of 
the town. Some feedback from the community that was received at the December 4 
meeting was that a larger area map would also be helpful with key areas that could be 
expanded. A key feature that I wanted the maps to have where directions to the 
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waterfront, an area that is greatly under-used due to the water treatment facility. 
Mapping of the waterfront is also key, especially if the waterfront improvement phasing 
is carried through. Implementation of the physical maps on the street would have to be 
done by the municipality with the support of the business owners. The maps could also 
act like leasing spaces where businesses that want to be placed on the maps, with will 
pay a small monthly sum to help maintain the maps. The map app could be headed by 
anyone with the experience and initiative to start it. Consistent input and feedback from 
business owners would be the key in the success of the application. 

 
 
F.       Research Sources: 

Lighting 
http://img.diytrade.com/cdimg/568755/3897276/0/1183366990/Traditional_Area_Light_
Street_Light_Garden_Light.jpg 
 
http://www.postandcourier.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20120705/PC1606/12070960
8&template=artpex#pex1 
 
http://www.mournelights.com/products/viewlist.asp?CatID=7&SubCatID=22 
 
http://www.globalsiteplans.com/environmental-design/intellistreets-lighting-the-way-for-
sustainable-cities/ 
 
http://inhabitat.com/sustainable-city-street-lights-by-phillips/ 
 
http://www.gadgetsandgizmos.org/intelligent-solar-powered-street-lights/ 
 

Benches 
http://www.nathankramer.com/garden/landscaping/stump_patio/log_bench.htm 
 
http://dotolearn.wordpress.com/2011/08/11/creating-massive-log-bench/ 
 

http://img.diytrade.com/cdimg/568755/3897276/0/1183366990/Traditional_Area_Light_Street_Light_Garden_Light.jpg
http://img.diytrade.com/cdimg/568755/3897276/0/1183366990/Traditional_Area_Light_Street_Light_Garden_Light.jpg
http://www.postandcourier.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20120705/PC1606/120709608&template=artpex#pex1
http://www.postandcourier.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20120705/PC1606/120709608&template=artpex#pex1
http://www.mournelights.com/products/viewlist.asp?CatID=7&SubCatID=22
http://www.globalsiteplans.com/environmental-design/intellistreets-lighting-the-way-for-sustainable-cities/
http://www.globalsiteplans.com/environmental-design/intellistreets-lighting-the-way-for-sustainable-cities/
http://inhabitat.com/sustainable-city-street-lights-by-phillips/
http://www.gadgetsandgizmos.org/intelligent-solar-powered-street-lights/
http://www.nathankramer.com/garden/landscaping/stump_patio/log_bench.htm
http://dotolearn.wordpress.com/2011/08/11/creating-massive-log-bench/
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http://www.forestcrafts.co.uk/store/schools-playtime/childrens-outdoor-seating-tabl/log-
bench/showitemL-BENCH.aspx 
 

Mapping 
http://www.northgatemall.ca/store-directory/directory-map 
 
http://www.rhetoric-culture.com/visual/d10/spatial/project/59 
 
http://craigsenior.snkcr.com/post/87458796/sparks-street-ride-every-friday-in-may 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.forestcrafts.co.uk/store/schools-playtime/childrens-outdoor-seating-tabl/log-bench/showitemL-BENCH.aspx
http://www.forestcrafts.co.uk/store/schools-playtime/childrens-outdoor-seating-tabl/log-bench/showitemL-BENCH.aspx
http://www.northgatemall.ca/store-directory/directory-map
http://www.rhetoric-culture.com/visual/d10/spatial/project/59
http://craigsenior.snkcr.com/post/87458796/sparks-street-ride-every-friday-in-may
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Greening Barry’s Bay Final Report – Benches and Planters:  

Mustafa Arkadan, Ghazi Sharif 

 

1. Bench and Planter designs were made by Mustafa Arkadan with assistance from 

Ghazi Shariff. 

Strategic positioning plan of the benches and planters was done by both Ghazi 

Shariff and Mustafa Arkadan during meetings. The graphic representation was 

also done by both. 

Visuals of planters and benches were placed in images using Adobe Photoshop 

by Ghazi Shariff with assistance from Mustafa Arkadan.  

 

2.   Title of the Project: Greening the Streetscape: Creating Micro-Places 

A. Project Purpose and Context: 

One of the problems that Barry‟s Bay main street/downtown area faces is the lack of 

trees, plants, flowers and vegetation in general. This project is looking to give more 

meaning to the street, to make it a stop rather than a transfer point to those who pass 

through it. The concept is similar to bringing the fingers of two hands together except 

that this time it is the green with the urban. By strategically placing planters with 

benches, we are looking to create green corridors to the streets of Barry‟s Bay.  

 

B. Project Analysis and Rationale 

Flowers and vegetation are natural decoration. They do not only bring the best out of 

the streetscape, but they also give a better image to those who are not familiar with the 

area. The focus here is on the main street as a whole rather than individual buildings. 

One of the advantages Barry‟s Bay has got is the provincial highway which sees a lot of 

traffic during the summer season. By decorating the street with vegetation, the town will 

be capitalizing on more visitors. The more welcoming the town looks, the more visitors 

are willing to spend time in it. The goal is to give Barry‟s Bay more popularity and to be 

able to capitalize on its beautifully scenic landscape.  
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C. Case Examples/References 

“Heritage Architect Julian Smith on „Re-imagining the historic urban landscape” was an 

inspiration in terms on emphasizing the importance of heritage and identity. It helped 

out in choosing materiality of the benches and planters in order to give a feel of the 

identity of the town. 

 

Link: https://stephaniecalvet.wordpress.com/2012/11/27/heritage-architect-julian-smith-

on-re-imagining-the-historic-urban-landscape/  

  

D.      Project Methodology 

Through meetings and discussions, we have agreed on who is responsible on what. 

The designs of the benches were initially started, presented in class in front of the whole 

group to take criticism and ideas. Furthermore, the opinions of the community were 

taken as to what are the sizes and factors that determine positioning the planters. The 

final decisions were taken according to these meetings. 

  

E.       Project Deliverables: 

 While the size and design of the benches were agreed on by our group and Barry‟s 

Bay community, the next was to look at the costs and plantation that is best for the 

area. Since the demands of the community were not to place trees that would cover 

shop frontage, it was important to find trees that are not too big. Through research, 

the best type of tree was the Showy Mountain-ash which grows in Ontario, has 

beautiful flowers and grows berries that stay during winters. The cost for seeds is 

affordable (links provided below) and the seeds are available. 

Regarding the materiality of the benches, the suggest material was red pine as it is a 

native type of wood to the area. By using native trees in the area we are keeping the 

identity of the community through design and finding an available, affordable material 

(please refer to the websites below).  

 There are three types of planters/benches. The first type (figure 1) is a circular bench 

with a planter in the middle. This type can be placed in green spaces (such as small 

parks) where it is safe to sit and enjoy the view. The second type (figure 2) is the 
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planters that are attached to benches. They can be placed in safe public spaces. The 

point if this type is not necessarily to sit and enjoy the town but it may also be for 

resting during shopping and such. Therefore, they can be placed on no-parking 

designated areas in front of shops. The average width of the asphalt side of the street 

is 2m and therefore makes it safe for benches to be placed. The final type (figure 3) is 

the planters by themselves. These are generally placed in areas where it is not safe 

for people to sit but are big enough to place the planters. This type of planters have a 

skid-like design at the bottom in order to be removed (by forklifts) during snow 

seasons. 

 Maintaining the plants would be the responsibility of the community and perhaps the 

municipality. As placing reservoirs would make the planters more expensive, the best 

solution is to raise awareness on their importance.  

  

Figure 1, Rounded Bench/Planter 
Figure 2, Planter attached to bench. Can be easily 
detached using a screw gun. 
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Figure 3, Planter with standard size of 
skid at the bottom. 



56 

 

 

 

 

 

F.       Research Sources: 

Showy Mountain-ash links: 

Tree info: 

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/ClimateChange/2ColumnSubPage/267328.html 

Prices: 

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Forests/2ColumnSubPage/stel02_166259 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/ClimateChange/2ColumnSubPage/267328.html
http://www.mnr.gov.on.ca/en/Business/Forests/2ColumnSubPage/stel02_166259
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Accessibility and Awareness: 
 Introducing a Pedestrian Pathway to Main Street 

 

 

 

 

 
Bradley Dunn                                                                                                100829428                                                                                                     

ARCC 3902 
 

 

PATHWAY TO MAIN STREET 

Project Purpose and Context: 

The majority of parking in Barry‟s Bay is located on the peripheries of Main 

Street.  To utilize the available parking to its greatest potential; obvious, accessible 

pathways should be implemented to direct the flow of pedestrian traffic from the external 

parking lots toward Main Street. 

Project Analysis and Rationale:  

The current pathway to 

Main Street located between 

Stedman‟s and Mad Outdoors has 

a lot of potential to bring people 

toward the street from the parking 

lot of Metro.  Presently the 

pathway is not an obvious 

pedestrian path as well as not 

being a clearly marked route to 

Main Street.  This can be changed through the implementation of strategic treatments 

and utilizing certain materials to make the route more welcoming and attractive.  

Through the creation of the pathway it will allow visitors as well as locals to park away 

from Main Street and have a clearly marked, inviting path leading towards it.  

Implementing these pathways will free up spaces directly on the street as well as 

allowing more people to access Main Street, which will promote economic growth. 
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The concept is translatable in a number of locations along Main Street, with the 

proposed location being a case study for the concept.  Holistically this intervention deals 

with the broader concept of accessibility and designated space.  Providing a more 

accessible route to Main Street promotes the use of the street and gets potential visitors 

out of their vehicles.  It is also a way for the town to use the external parking to its 

greatest potential.  The pathway to Main Street is a means to control the flow of 

pedestrian traffic and raise awareness to the existence of the Main Street in Barry‟s 

Bay.  

 

Case Examples/References 

Sparks Street Mall: 

Sparks Street Mall is a 

pedestrian based mall in downtown 

Ottawa. Although it is of a much 

greater size than the proposed 

pedestrian pathway, Sparks Street has 

used materiality to designate 

pedestrian space.  Through the use of 

interlocking stones the surface has 

been clearly designated and designed for the use of the pedestrian.  This is an 

important concept for the Pathway to Main Street in Barry‟s Bay; once the use of space 

begins to become designated through materiality it generates a greater definition of 

space and order.  Another aspect of Spark Street that could be implemented in Barry‟s 

Bay the composition of the walking surface. The composition allowed it to remain as an 

accessible route for vehicles such as delivery trucks.  If the same composition is applied 

with the Pathway to Main Street it will allow for Vehicular traffic to still have access to 

the path while designating its primary use for pedestrian traffic.  

 

In order for vehicles to have access to the 

street the thickness of stone had to be taken 

into account.  The paving stones had to be at 
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least 2 ¾ inches thick in order to stand up to the weight of the vehicles that would have 

access to the pedestrian mall.  This material choice was important for the maintenance, 

longevity and accessibility of the surface.   The material of the pavers is also important 

for its strength.  In many cases, such as Sparks Street Mall, a clay paver could have 

been used to give it a more historical feel; however the choice was made to use 

concrete pavers because of their greater strength and durability under the conditions 

they will be subjected to. 

Project Methodology: 

There are four aspects of the pathway to Main Street that should be altered in 

order to make it a more attractive and usable pedestrian space.  These features include; 

the wall of Stedman‟s, the fence, the pathway surface and signage.  Through the 

implementation or alteration of these features success will be achieved in creating the 

Pathway to Main Street. 

 

Wall of Stedman’s: 

Depending on the treatment applied to the wall during future renovations of Stedman‟s 

changes may not need to occur.  However if the wall remains in its present state then 

there are many possible options that could be applied.   
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Option 1 – A mural could be painted on the wall to add colour and aesthetic appeal to 

the pathway inviting it to be used 

Option 2 – A map could be mounted or painted on the wall that would give the 

pedestrian a way to identify the shops along Main Street. 

Option 3 – Depending on the extend of the renovations the surface may not need to be 

touch at all  

Fence: 

In its current state the fence is an unattractive boundary of the pathway to Main Street.  

The fence could remain in its present state and alterations could be made to mask it.  

Otherwise the fence could be replaced with a more permanent solution.  Currently, the 

fenced in area houses merchandise for Mad Outdoors.  The high traffic area could be 

used as a way to invite people in and display the merchandise.     

Option 1 –Vines could be planted that would grow up the fence.  This would not only 

mask the fence but it would add greenery to the space.  It would be one of the more 

immediate solutions for coverage of the fence. 

Option 2 –Bushes could be planted to create a hedge around the fence.  This would 

have the same effect but provide thicker coverage with more flowers. 

Option 3 – A permanent fence could be constructed of wood or stone to create a more 

attractive barrier.  
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Pathway Surface: 

The pathway itself could be paved in a variety of ways; the most important thing to keep 

in mind is to treat it as a pedestrian route first.  This means that using a type of paving 

stone or interlock in order to denote this surface as a walking surface rather than a 

driving surface. 

A number of approaches could be taken for the pathway including:  

- Interlock  
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- Flagstone  

 

 

 

 

 

- Cobblestone  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Signage: 

The purpose of the signage is to attract people toward Main Street.  The sign needs to 

be clear and welcoming and draw people through.   

Option 1 – The signage could mimic the old English style signs that are located at the 

edge of town. 
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Option 2 – The signage could be constructed from heavy timber to portray the character 

and identity of the town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Project Deliverables: 

 The design solution 

for the pathway would be a fairly cost effective project to undertake with the possibility 

of a large impact on pedestrian traffic toward Main Street.  This would not only enhance 

the pedestrian experience for the visitors to Barry‟s Bay, it would also provide the 

community with a more vibrant downtown. 

 

Materials: 

 

Wall of Stedman’s: 

 The wall of Stedman‟s acts as an 

edge of the pathway and is the element 

that requires the least attention.  There 

are many applications that this wall could 

serve such as house a mural or a map of 

Main Street, however it does not require 

any immediate attention.  A simple 

treatment that could be done is simply 

giving the wall a fresh coat of paint.  This 

would brighten up the space and make it 

appear well maintained.  This surface is not of immediate concern in the initial plan for 
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the pathway because of future renovation that may occur to the Stedman‟s.  Treatment 

may be applied to this surface in the future to enhance the beautification of the pathway 

but it is not a priority currently.  One feature that should be kept indefinitely is the grass 

that lines the wall of Stedman‟s.  This feature, although subtle, is a very important 

aspect to maintain in order to promote the natural aesthetic and preserve what little 

green space exists within the downtown of Barry‟s Bay.  

 

 

Fence: 

 The fence that contains stock, such as boats, for Mad Outdoors is currently an 

unsightly element of the Pathway to Main Street.  This location could provide an 

opportunity for Mad Outdoors to become more active and inviting in that space.  The 

current fence must be covered to create a more attractive pathway atmosphere.  The 

fence should be covered in shrubs such as spruce, and dogwood shrubs as well as a 

variety of flowering plants to add colour.  This treatment will provide the highest degree 

of coverage as well as adding a natural aesthetic to the space. 
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Pathway Surface:  

Of the three possible materials to pave 

the walking surface of the pathway, the most 

practical and effective would be interlock.  

Although cobble stone gives an historic feel and 

flagstone provides the feeling of an expansive 

space, the interlock possesses key 

characteristics that make it the optimal material 

for the application.  Cobble stone is very difficult 

to work with when it comes to snow removal 

which is very important in Barry‟s Bay, and the 

flagstone requires a large amount of 

maintenance in the summer to keep up with 

weeds that can grow between the stones.  Due 

to these maintenance drawback of the other 

options Interlock was the most suited for the 

Pathway to Main Street.  One of the most 

important features of the interlock is that it can 

be purchase in a 2 ¾ inch thickness to allow vehicles to drive on it.  Utilizing interlock 

will allow the pathway to be designated as a pedestrian route while still permitting 

vehicular traffic when necessary.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



66 

 

Signage: 
 The signage that will designate the pathway as a direct route to Main Street 

should be made of heavy timber in order to portray the identity and history of Barry‟s 

Bay.  The history of Barry‟s Bay as a logging town is an aesthetic that is being brought 

forth in a number of projects throughout town this signage will just allow that aesthetic to 

be portrayed more actively throughout the town.  The sign should read “MAIN STREET” 

in cut steel letters.  This juxtaposition of materiality will convey the aesthetic of marrying 

the history of the town with a more modern approach.  If the pathway is to remain as an 

access route for truck then the sign will have to be the necessary height in order to 

allow admittance.  
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Approach: 

 The approach that must be taken in order to see the successful completion of the 

project is a cooperative approach between business owners as well as the community.  

The land where the pathway would be located is owned by Mad Outdoors, their 

willingness to undertake the project will set it in motion.  The community of Barry‟s Bay 

has the capacity to complete every aspect of the project.  The interlock paving surface 

could be purchased from or provided by the home hardware building centre within the 

town.  The signage could be constructed from local timber, and the plantings to cover 

the fence could be applied and maintained by local groups.  This project could be one of 

the catalysts that set into motion the cooperative revitalization of Main Street in Barry‟s 

Bay.  
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The Pathway to Main Street will result in a vibrant and welcoming route to Main 

Street.  It will allow and enhanced degree of accessibility and control the flow of 

pedestrian traffic.  The concept can be applied in a number of places along Main Street 

to provide access from external parking lots to the street.  This allow Barry‟s Bay to 

utilize the existing parking spaces that are not directly on Main Street while still 

providing visitors with access to Main Street, promoting business in the community and 

giving the town a welcoming and accessible atmosphere. 

 
 

 
Sources: 
 
"NCC Watch: Sparks Street." NCC Watch: Sparks Street. N.p., n.d. Web. Oct. 2012. 
 
"Underground Landscape Blog | Interlock for a Driveway." Underground Landscape 
Blog |  

Interlock for a Driveway. N.p., n.d. Web. Nov. 2012. 
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Purpose and Context  
On our first visit to Barry‟s Bay we had several discussions with people from the 
community about what they thought were positive and negative attributes about their 
town. It quickly came apparent during our first visit to the elementary schools that the 
kids enjoyed the beach and the paths around the wharf, but the main park (which 
features mainly playground equipment) was unappealing to them. Again the same ideas 

were expressed by the students at the 
high school- that the park was rarely used 
by any of them. During our community 
meeting at the ski hill chalet, the older 
members of the community discussed 
their dislike of the waterfront mainly due 
to the inconveniently placed sewage plant 
right next to the park. There was an 
expressed concern about the waterfront 
and how could it be a more inviting place 
for people to want to come and spend the 
day (or part of) in the town.  
Another issue was that during our tour of 
the town, it looked as though there were 
very few places for public recreation and 
areas to hold outdoor events at. Barry‟s 
Bay is known to host many events such 
as a triathlon in summer and a festival in 
the winter, and yet there isn‟t a great 
place for people to gather for these 

events other than the arena. The town just held an anniversary for the sinking of the 
Mayflower and there was no proper place for the band to play other than amongst the 
crowd on the wharf. Many northern towns utilize their waterfronts for hosting aquatic 
events and regattas, and often large crowds gather to watch. The waterfront is a prime 
location for events such as festivals, concerts, and serves as a perfect vantage point for 
viewing events on the water. It definitely has the potential to be something great; it just 
needs a bit of vision and planning to get people aware and active about it.  
Park Analysis  

- The initial expectations of Barry‟s Bay is that there would be a very predominate 

bay with a popular and accessible waterfront, semi close to the downtown. This 

is not the case- the waterfront is very detached from the town and very hard to 

find coming into town on highway 60.  

- There is little to no signage directing people towards the waterfront which makes 

it even more difficult to figure out where to go once you are downtown. 

- The sewage plant (number one concern) dominates the landscape and is very 

unattractive and discourages people from wanting to use the park.  

- There have also been complaints about the smells coming from the sewage 

plant.  
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- The reconstruction of the sewage plant destroyed a pathway connecting the east 

part of the waterfront which includes the wharf, to the west side of the waterfront 

with the park and the beach.  

- There are no great paths that help people navigate throughout the park, and they 

do not utilize the entire space.  

- There is no coordination and collection of programs going on in the space 

(volleyball, workout equip., etc.) 

- There is a need for more vegetation to revitalize the natural aspects of the park.  

- There was a complaint that speeding traffic is an issue and there is a concern for 

safety at the park and parking areas.  

Project Methodology  
The truth of the matter is that the sewage plant is here to stay. The township put millions 
of dollars into it and there is no way of it being moved. So, what can be done to make 
this park more inviting, even with a foul smelling operation going on next door? The idea 
came up that instead of denying the plants existence, we should accept that it is there 
and „celebrate‟ what it is doing for the environment. The term „celebrate‟ was loosely 
used and then turned into the idea of instead educating the people of its processes. 
Having spent my last two summers working as a summer student at a sewage 
treatment plant for the County of Oxford, I was very familiar with what was going on in 
the plant. My initial idea was to have the processes reflect in the designs of some 
pathways for the park. The way the water flowed throughout the sewage plant at 
different stages was very intriguing and so I designed the pathways to reflect how the 
water flowed. There were also discussions about how you could educate the visitor 
along their walk on these path ways by using signs that were maybe focused to 
educating a younger age group. However, still sophisticated enough to get the point 
across to the adult population that sewage plants are not dumping harmful things into 
the lake, but are actually treating the water so that it is cleaner than the lake water itself. 
This whole idea of recycling also inspired me to design park furniture that could be 
made from recycled materials coming from the sewage plant, such as pipes.  
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This idea was put aside, and a more natural and local approach was then sought after. 
The history of the park was very diverse: from the story of the Algonquin people, to its 
use as a saw mill, to the lake‟s history of it taking the Mayflower to its depths, and then 
to its present day history of it being a place for sport, leisure, and swimming. The 
designs then began to 
reflect waterfront‟s 
natural and human 
history.  

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Park layout 

The park layout was looked at from a broad perspective and planned with my 
team from there. There was access to satellite images of the waterfront and these 
helped inform where different aspects of the park could go as well as ground images 
taken on our visit. The idea for a tree buffer was a common one on our Friday night 
meeting, and was a very obvious solution for blocking out/ hiding the sewage plant. It 
was decided that there would need to be a lot of trees, thickly placed along the fence 
line of the sewage plant. The use of local trees would work best, such as jack pine and 
tamarack coniferous trees. A mix of service and blueberry bushes in between the trees 
would create a habitat for wildlife and discourage people from wandering into the tree 
barrier. There is also a science to this tree barrier- the more barriers or rows of trees 
there are, the more space the foul gases have to get caught in between. Hydrogen 
sulfide is one of the most common gases leaving the plant (also one of the most foul) 
and it is heavier than air so it has a harder time getting past the thick rows of trees. In 
this layout, there are three proposed tree buffering zones which should help contain the 
smells leaving the plant.  
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The natural landscape really influenced the layout of the park and how traffic could flow 
throughout. The path ways were designed so that there was one path that ran along the 
perimeter of the park and connected to the existing parking lot path and pathway to the 
beach. There were then intermediate pathways placed so that they would lead and pass 
by all points of interest. The different programs that were scattered around in the park 
have been collected and organized in the park. Many of these programs were sport and 
leisure related so they have been organized on the south east corner of the park in 
order to connect with the other sport and leisure activities such as tennis and swimming.  
This also brings the majority of people away from the sewage plant relieving them of the 
smell.   
Phasing  
Current Day Site

 
  The current day site has minimal features, which include: one gazebo, two playground 
areas, two volleyball pits (in disarray), one existing building, and one pathway that 
connects the parking lot to the beach.  
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Phase 1- In this phase the tree barrier would be planted 
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Phase 2- Pathways around the perimeter and intermediate pathways will be added in 
this phase. 
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Phase 3- In this phase the volleyball pits and workout equipment can be gathered and 
moved to the designated recreation zone.  
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Phase 4- A conservation garden would be added in the Northwest part of the park 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Phase 5- Finally, in 
phase 5 the band 
shelter and 
boardwalk/balcony 
along the water 
would be added 
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Total area of park is equal to 4.5 football fields 
worth 
Conservation Garden  
This idea of a conservation garden was derived from 
the notion of being „stewards of the environment‟ with 
the recycling of water happening at the sewage plant. In 
this garden there could be local plants planted as well 
as trees to further barrier the sewage plant in a sense 
but to also instill this idea of being stewards of the 
environment. This could also be an opportunity for a 

community garden or a space for a dog park. Throughout the space there could also be 
included information boards or plaques that talked about the processes of the sewage 
plant, and explain how important it is for a community.  
Some of the examples I looked at of other community and conservation gardens were 
the Utilities Kingston Conservation Garden and the Encana Calgary Community 
Garden. These were great examples of privately funded gardens for the community and 
instilled a natural feel in an industrial setting, much like what is going on by the sewage 
plant in Barry‟s Bay. These are places that the community can take back and make their 
own through community gardening and creating pathways that tour you around the 
growing beauty.  
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The 

Log Design 
The idea for a place to play music or hold concert events came up in our discussion. A 
band shelter would be a great idea for the park, and make it even more of a place for 
social activities. Maybe even a band shelter that could also be used as a picnic area 
when it was not being used for events. Timber construction was very true to the area 
and held within it the essence of Barry‟s Bay. This sounds very conceptual but it is true, 
logging made this community what it is today, the abundance of thriving trees in the 
area dominates the landscape, and it is a very robust construction that was designed to 
survive the northern climate. Therefore, heavy timber construction influenced the first 
proposed band shelter design. The fact that it was a stage for music or speaking also 
influenced its design so that the structure could display out into the crowd and act like 
an amphitheatre.  
Some of the examples I looked at to influence and help my design were some heavy 
timber gazebos and log structures from Vermont, specifically a log band stand. This was 
a great example as to where I wanted to go with my design. The band stand was 
shaped just how I imagined, with its stage presence and its appearance of acoustical 
values, only it was built out of stone and the wooden members where too finished. My 
design furthers this band shelter example and makes it speak more to the community of 
Barry‟s Bay by representing the local timber construction. This Shelter is designed so 
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that it does not block the view of the lake, but instead uses the lake and its changing 
aspects to paint the walls of the structure‟s walls.  
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The canoe design  
The arrival of using the canoe as a source for design came from the consideration of the 
Algonquin‟s history in the bay. My first attempt was based off of many painting and old 
photographs that depict people using the canoe as a shelter by laying it on its side and 
propping something up against it. This design featured the curved wooden members 
acting like the ribs of the canoe, and creating this curved shell that covered the stage. 
This idea was left at its primary stages when the case study of the band stand for „Folk 
on the Rocks‟ in Yellow Knife, NWT was introduced. This band stand featured the 
wooden members that resembled canoe ribs, arching over the stage creating a more 
traditional band stand shape. This influenced the final design greatly; the wood 
materiality and stone supports would reflect the geological and natural conditions of the 
community as well as the structure reflecting the history of the Bay. I carried this design 
further by continuing the „rib‟ arches down so that it looked like the bow of the canoe, 
and the arches were left without a roof so that a temporary tarp or fabric type roof could 
cover the shelter when need be. The reason for this is so that there is no roof blocking 
the view of the bay, and so that the idea behind the structure can be exemplified even 
more. If anything at all should be built as a band stand in the park, it needs to be 
architecturally unique- something that will make musicians want to come to Barry‟s Bay 
and play their music.  
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An in depth analysis of the 

structure of the canoe has lead to 

the some great Canadian 

architectural designs, like Frank 

Gehry’s addition to the AGO in 

Toronto and this band shelter in 

Yellow Knife which is famous for 

its ‘Folk on the Rocks’ music fest.  
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Design for the entranceway to the waterfront  
On our return visit on December 4 we heard after our presentation some praise as well 
as some suggestions. One of the main suggestions that came out of discussions for the 
waterfront was to have an entrance way announcing your arrival to the waterfront- and 
to also mark where it is. During the discussions I had a very interesting and educational 
conversation with the lady who is head of the Horticulture Society. She told me that she 
used to go out snorkeling in the bay and would come across these wooden posts that 
stuck out of the ground just a few feet below the surface of the water. She realized that 
they must have come from the old lumber mill that was located on the waterfront. This 
was a very unique and almost eerie discovery of the bay that displayed living proof of its 
past. So this story really influenced how I went about designing an entrance way for the 
waterfront.  
There was mention of having archways as entrance ways announcing the waterfront 
„district‟. The only concern with archways for this particular scenario would be that they 
might be a bit too expensive and that sewage plants are known to have large vehicles 
come and go, and if any expansion work were to take place in the future, these 
archways would be in the way. But there is a way to announce the waterfront „district‟ 
without having an archway.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These 
two 
case 
studies 
were 

considered when trying to come up with an appropriate design. The baseball diamond in 
Vermillion Bay, ON was a good example of how the wooden posts would look. Another 
example was the Ormskirk town center gateway project in the UK, where two sculptural 
posts act as the gateway to the district. 
My design solely reflected the story I was told about the standing posts in the bay. A mix 
of wood types and post heights, these could be organized on either side of the road to 
give more definition to the road, which automatically make it noticeable and seem 
important. There could be a sign incorporated with the logs, but it would take away from 
the inexpensiveness of this design and also the effective simplicity. Sign or no sign, 
these logs protruding from the ground will grab anyone‟s attention that is passing by, or 
looking for the waterfront.   
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Park Safety  
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Addressing the concern of the safety for the park, there was a mention that traffic 
through the park is sometimes very fast, especially around the curve by the tennis 
courts. To help slow down traffic, speed bumps could be added to areas of road where 
a slow speed should be taken into consideration. As well as pedestrian crossing lines 
that will grab the attention of drivers and get them to slow down. This area between the 
tennis court parking and the side entrance to the park is very tight and there is no room 
for pedestrians- having this area of road designated to pedestrian crossing will give 
them more right-of-way on the road.  
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Project Purpose and Context 
On our first trip to Barry‟s Bay we entered 
the town and were dropped off at the Dixie 
Lee restaurant, right down the street from 
this interesting statue of a plane. Upon 
further investigation we discovered that it 
was a park dedicated to Janusz 
Zurakowski, who was a local famous for 
being the pilot for the Canadian aircraft 
Avro Arrow. This was a very nice park, 
however it was contrasted by a very 
withered and tacky old building in the 
background. There was not much in the 
area other than that building and a 
massive parking lot behind it, and it gave 
a bad impression to those travelling West 
into town on Opeongo Line. There were 
many complaints heard about this building 
at the Friday night meeting, which we 
learned was the Employment Services 
building. Many people in the town were 
aware of its decrepit state and there were 
some suggesting that it should be torn 
down and 
replaced with something else. Being built on such a prime piece of real estate of the 
town, with the two major highways intersecting at its front door, it is important to have 
this building look a bit more substantial.  
 



91 

 

Project Analysis 
- The biggest issue that several people brought up was the fact that the addition at 

the back of the building was clad with insul-brick, which has become very dated 

and speaks poorly about the quality of the addition. 

- The roof has become very weathered in some areas, especially at the back of 

the building. 

- The electrical wires being fed from the telephone poles to the building are in 

disarray and need to be organized and collected.  

-  The building is not taking advantage of its store front facing the main street. It 

has actually decommissioned those two front doors and has directed traffic to the 

back side entrance under the porch.  

- The garden is good, but more plants could be planted along the east side of the 

building to spruce up that area and make it more pleasant to look at. Maybe that 

east facing blank wall could be used as a mural canvas.  

- The tree at the back could be removed, as it impedes on the building, and others 

could be planted to make up for its loss, in a more critical way. 

- The back porch could also be painted and cleaned up as it is an eye sore.  

- The front façade could be freed of the wood trim that surrounds the front, or just 

painted another colour. 

- The old hanging sign post could be restored or removed entirely- also the box 

sign in front of the building is too big and could used more effectively or 

shortened.  

- The downstairs entrance and the neighboring white fenced area are too noisy 

and cluttered, and should either be demolished or hidden with shrubs.  

- There is no unity throughout the different features of the building= its needs to be 

organized into one fluent design.  
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Project Methodology 
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After studying the building and exploring different options for its future, the only 
successful idea for this building would be that it needed a big change- no matter what 
that entailed. The first thing that mattered was to get that building away from its boring 
brown and white material palette. Since the building was already clad in white for the 
most part, I decided that the cheapest and most realistic approach would be to find a 
color that could replace the brown and complement the white. 
Case Studies:  I looked at many case studies of general stores and white buildings, 
and decided that green and white would be the classic pair that would work best in this 
scenario. The old general store in Battle harbor was a very influential project that had 
just been restored, and used the green in white in the design. The main façade clad in 
white, while the trim, cornices, and window sills were all painted green. I am kind of 
partial towards this colour scheme because it was also used by my relatives on their 
Post office/General Store in Ennismore, a village just outside of Peterborough. In 
contrast to these colours, it would be best if the addition could be rid of its dated insul-
brick siding, and replaced instead with natural wood. The wood siding would freshen up 
the old addition and connect it to the local culture of the town, instead of looking as 

though it could belong anywhere.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

These case studies were great 

examples of how the building could 

look with a white and green colour 

scheme, as well as how it would look 

with a wraparound porch. The top left 

is the general store in Battle Harbor, 

the bottom left is the Ennismore post 

office, and the top right is the local 

Balmoral Hotel.  
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Project Deliverables  
 After the colour pallet for the façade was decided on I began to look at the existing 
porch and how it was the most successful part of the building. I liked this idea of a porch 
and maybe a wraparound porch like many general stores had when they were first built 
and how this could be a high end solution. If the exterior entrance to the cellar could be 
removed along with the fenced area, a porch could wrap from the existing porch all 
around to the far side of the front facade. This porch idea had many things going for it 
as well: for starters, it gave more of an interesting and inviting feel to the front of the 
building. People walking along the sidewalk could have the choice of walking under this 
porch and escape the sun, rain, or snow as it could offer great shelter. Planters could 
still be used in front or on the porch acting as a railing. The new front entrance would 
also be more inviting for people who are visiting the businesses there, as well as those 
who are interested in leasing a space in the building as it would attract them to it 
because of the customer friendly approach. Ultimately this design is a neutral use 
design, where any type of business could come in and have a store there. This porch 
also reflects different buildings in the town, such as the Balmoral Hotel, which was used 
as a case study when planning this intervention. Therefore these approaches to 
reconstructing the porch would be applicable in the town of Barry‟s Bay, as it reflects the 
local architecture. This porch would be built of wood and stained the same shade as the 
wood used for the new siding of the addition. Preferably heavy timbers would be used 
as posts for it would again reflect the culture of timber materiality and in effect – the 
history of Barry‟s Bay. In terms of connecting the building and making it one fluent 
design- the porch would connect the misfit addition with the rest of the building by its 
wrapping of the white façade with the presence of this wooden language.  
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Minimal Intervention:  
 At the very least of improvements done to the building there should be at least 
consideration for the colour scheme and the new wood siding for the addition. The wood 
siding will definitely redeem this building from its earlier reputation, and the added green 
highlights would help it out even more. The back of the building should also be cleaned 
up and painted, and there should be more flora planted around the building so that the 
building does its part to beautify the main street corridor.  
 

 
Proposed design:  
 This design would call for a couple things to happen which would be the removal 
of the exterior cellar access as well as the old side and front porch. This would allow for 
the wrap around porch to be built which stretches from the addition all the way around 
to the far front of the building. This porch would feature a green metal roof and built of 
heavy timber, therefore connecting it more with the local architectural materiality. This 
porch would be a way of saving the building and its heritage as well as instilling a new 
sense of the building and making it better than it originally was.  
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20 Dec 2012. <http://www.seniorsinfo.ca/en/Smith-Ennismore-Lakefield>.  

- . "The Whaley House Porch Returns ." Save Our Heritage Organisation. Save 

Our Heritage Organisation San Diego, n.d. Web. 20 Dec 2012. 

<http://sohosandiego.org/reflections/2009_12/reflections_whporch.htm>.  
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Clément Gosselin Caroline Kimmes : Design Concepts for 3 : METRO,. Boards 
and Valley Gazette.  
 
Exchange students from Paris, France, Clément and Caroline prepared the following: 
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    The purpose of this design project was to offer a unified branding for the Township of 
Madawaska Valley in the form of a coordinated roadway entrance sign.  What currently 
separates Madawaska Valley from more identifiable tourist destinations is the lack of 
coordinated approach to marketing and branding.  The task of marketing the township as a 
whole is beyond the scope of our main street approach but the principles of binding the 
revitalization of Barry‟s Bay, Wilno and Combermere necessitate a coordinated visual aesthetic. 
 

    The existing roadway entrance signs differ from town to town within the township.  Each has 
a distinct individual character that is important to preserve.  However, there is very little to 
visually identify the larger Madawaska Valley as a destination independent from the Kawarthas, 
the Muskokas and Algonquin Park.  The current entrance signs have merit in that they are 
locally crafted, and exude small town individuality.  Any proposal that we put forward would be 
an alternative or additional option that could be adopted in phases or at strategic locations 
where current signage is lacking.

    We looked at numerous signage brands across 
Ontario and identified a few strong examples, 
elements of which could be applied to Barry‟s Bay 
and the Madawaska Valley.  The precedents we 
examined fall into two categories, one being 
township wide signage the other being town specific 
signage.

 The Muskoka‟s have undergone a recent 
rebranding as the area has become a high end 
tourist destination.  The roadway signs feature 
“Muskoka” in bold lettering with a motto beneath. 
 The signs also feature an understated landscaping 
approach that places an emphasis on the natural 
rock formations of the Canadian Shield.  The signs 
were paid for with a government grant associated 
with the 2010 G8 Summit.  The total cost for five 
signs came out to $357,202 which was arrived at 
with cuts made to lighting totaling $55,000.  The 
signs mark entry points to the entire Muskoka region 
and do not replace the existing welcome signs of 
towns in the area. 
 

The design in Barrie, Ontario is a good example of a modern aesthetic with strong ties 
to the City‟s prominent feature; its waterfront.  The sign is made out of aircraft grade aluminum 
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that was laser-cut, formed, welded and powder 
coated at a facility in Penetang, Ontario.  The quality 
of the product ensures that it will be a good long term 
investment.

The town sign in Gravenhurst, Ontario features similar town-specific imagery to the 
current Barry‟s Bay sign.  It is successful in its use of varied and bright colours. Gravenhurst 
also features a large archway welcome sign which makes a more aggressive statement than we 
thought was appropriate in the communities we visited.

 In our approach we aimed to produce a roadway sign concept that promotes the 
Madawaska Valley in addition to the identity of each town.  The schemes we arrived at made 
use of locally sourced materials such as stone and timber and make reference to the pastoral 
landscape of the valley.  The current signs for Barry‟s Bay feature local icons in the train station 
and water tower.  In order to reference the township as a whole we focussed on more inclusive 
features such as dry stacked stone walls, farm fields and pine trees.  from a few concept 
sketches we chose a preferred alternative and added a watercolor rendering to give a sense of 
the colour palette and materiality. 
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 The final design that we arrived at combines the local traditions of dry stacked stone 
walls, logging and the forestry industry while referencing the contours and colours of the 
surrounding landscape.  The materials we sourced are stone, heavy timber and aluminum for 
the lettering and backdrop.  The text on the sign emphasizes “Madawaska Valley” while 
depending on its location, also distinguish the town one is approaching.  The sign might be 
accompanied by minimal landscaping utilizing low maintenance, indigenous plants but not a 
formal planted garden.

  The process we undertook leans heavily on precedent cases as towns across Ontario 
and Canada all face similar tasks in presenting an attractive face to potential visitors.  The 
examples we highlighted share characteristics of visibility, vibrancy and strong public reception. 
 Whereas current signage exists in some locations, there is the potential for a more extensive, 
cohesive and inclusive signage plan that would augment existing signs and promote the broader 
Madawaska Valley.
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Sources:

Muskoka Sign
http://www.cottagecountrynow.ca/news/business/article/603787

Barrie Sign
http://www.lafontaineironwerks.com/gallery_page1.php

Gravenhurst Sign
http://moreofme24.blogspot.ca/2012/06/gravenhurstsigns.html

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.cottagecountrynow.ca/news/business/article/603787
http://www2.ucdsb.on.ca/athens/athenschamber/Bstedmans.htm
http://www.lafontaineironwerks.com/gallery_page1.php
http://moreofme24.blogspot.ca/2012/06/gravenhurstsigns.html


117 

 

 

 



118 

 



119 

 



120 

 

Wood Board + Batten Steel Siding 

Pros: Durable, can last decades. Handles harsh 

freeze thaw climates well due to excellent 

expansion/contraction properties. 

Does not dent, chip or scratch. 

Pros: Easy to clean with a hose. Next to no 

maintenance required. Is impervious to pests such 

as termites. 

Cons: Maintenance - requires repainting/staining 

every 8-10 years to maintain seal and prevent 

deterioration. 

Cons: Prone to denting and scratching. Is difficult 

to repair the siding and types/colours of siding 

often go out of production after 5-6 years. 
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Cost:  

Material - $3.25-$4.25 sq/ft 

Labour - $1.50-$2.00 sq/ft 

Cost: 

Material - $3.50-$4.50 sq/ft 

Labour - $2.00 sq/ft 

Optional Awning: 

$1800-$2100 depending on total length and 

mechanical system 

Optional Awning: 

$1800-$2100 depending on total length and 

mechanical system 
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http://www2.ucdsb.on.ca/athens/athenschamber/Bstedmans.htm
http://www.heritagemeaford.com/heritage-building.php?mid=30
http://www.skwerlpreneurs.com/sp-bob-gehan.htm
http://www.illinoishistory.gov/ps/mid-century/modern%20storefront%20glossary%20of%20terms%20comp.pdf
http://www.illinoishistory.gov/ps/mid-century/modern%20storefront%20glossary%20of%20terms%20comp.pdf
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Concluding Statement: 
 
The Carleton University team, Fall 2012 Urban Studies/Heritage Conservation 
workshop states that it was a privilege to work with the people of Barry‟s Bay-
Madawaska Valley to propose a number of design proposals for consideration. 
 
These were developed from considerable input from the residents- younger to older – of 
Barry‟s Bay – Madawaska Valley 
 
It is now to be determined by the community as a whole, and by a core leadership 
working group, what the priorities are for 2013 and beyond, and to identify the 
necessary actions needed to implement these priority initiatives that will enhance and 
energize this unique and wonderful place that is Barry‟s Bay/Madawaska Valley. 
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Appendix 1: Community Input 
The following section are “as is” notes recorded from the community input workshops at: 

 St John Bosco  School 

 Sherwood Public  School 

 Madawaska Valley District High School 

 Madawaska Ski Hill Community Meeting 

 Madawaska Kanu Centre Focus Group meeting 
 
The notes below combine the ideas and comments from close to 200 students and 
adults from the Madawaska Valley communities during the Fall of 2012.  
 
There will be duplication of words in a number of places, and these have not been 
edited too firmly, for the repetition of these ideas does give additional weight to the 
importance of what was stated.  
The ideas have been arranged under the broad categories, such as “Strengths”; 
“Needs” “Ideas for Improvements”, We Need...etc.  
 
In their entirety, they reflect the energy, the creativity and the emotional connection 
people in Barry‟s Bay and Madawaska Valley have to making their communities the 
best place possible to who live, study and work in. 
 

                  
Strengths 

 People – community minded 

 Natural beauty 

 All 4 seasons 

 Lake shore 

 Clinics attract people from the 
region 

 Seniors home 

 Water tower lodge 

 Music in the park – just jamming  

 Horticulture development makes 
more beautiful 

 Working with what you have 

 Improvements 

 Farmers market  in summer on 
Fridays - in off-season, bi-weekly 
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 Lakeshore development – getting 
people travellers to the lakefront 

 Solid central location for local 
gov‟t – 3 way stop 

 Getting travellers to stop in town 
for local business 

 Real estate re-zoning  

 Tim Hortons – good for travellers 
+ locals 

 Welcome gates at end of town 

 Day  tours/tourism  - good 
business ventures 

 Area is not used all year 

 Positives 

 Lake 

 Underutiilized wharf, beach  
hinterland beach 

 Park – concerts by the water 

 Concerts in bandshell 

 Tennis court 

 Clubs” Sailing canoeing kayaking 
fishing beach volleyball 

 Children‟s access and activities 

 No gassing off from sewage 
treatment plant 

 Improved signage 

 Artistic community  

 Studio tours 

 South of 60 art displays 
workshops 

 Musicians 

 Anya Blake – curator skills 

 Crafts people and fairs 

 Farmers market 

 Winter needs for people 
gathering 

 Curling club 

 Cross country ski club 

 Snow shoe club 

 Skidoo club 

 Hiking club 

  
 
Needs 

 Places to eat/coffee, to socialize, 
both fancy and informal 

 Restaurant and  marina on 
lakeshore 

 Downtown needs trees, trash 
recycling bins, public washrooms 

 Improved entry points x 3 = better 
and visible signs – make each 
entry point relate to each other. 

 Library = new building an 
community centre 

 Community access to high school 
gym 

 Tim Hortons 

 Pool/Benches 

 People 

 Table 

 RV parking at Arena 

 Dump Station 

 Signage 

 Issue 

 Water costs ? 

 Water fountain for drinking 
downtown 

 Vending machines – 24 hour 
access 

 Leisure is the new infrastructure 

 Add community gardens 

 Hang planters on hydro poles 

 Expanded museum 

 “light up heritage buildings – 
station – water tower, etc 
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 Mascot? 

 Encourage and celebrate 
businesses that have made a 
change 

 Flowers – multi colours  

 Garden centres 

 Green house in high school 

 Toilets and drinking fountain 

 Bury hydro lines 

 Lakefront 

 Near future – Bandshell area with 
flowers trees to beautify area 

 Better signage to park 

 Available activities listed 

 Waterfront developed 

 Formalize beach area 

 Improve expand boat launch area 

 Bandshell 

 Largest  Polish festival in North 
America 

 Main Street 

 Infilled with trendy businesses 

 Retirement destination ? 
Youth/young adult destination 

 Tourist destination – 4 seasons 

 Viable ski hill 

 Marina 

 Community Hall-Library- Cultural 
Centre 

 Self sustaining core  

 Young people stay return work  

 More trees and shade 

 High speed internet 

 Kelly St Corridor – Zurakowski 
Park etc 

 Restore Heritage Buildings Along 
Main drag 

 Steam industrial heritage  

 Band shell Dance Hall 
Community Theatre Stone Fence 
Theatre 

 Folk Festival 

 Public Transport System 

 Mid term project 

 
 Trees along main street 

 Long term project- library – new 
building linked with with 
community centre and museum 

 Station/watertower 

 Stores are unique independent 
merchants 

 Signage – a rash of these..need 
cleaning up 

 Nature 

 Beach – used to swim and go for 
ice cream..triathlon ...Canada 
Day.. 

 Walking paths 

 Space opportunities for 
infill/green projects etc 

 Entrance 

 What signals Barry‟s Bay – arch ? 
eg Bancroft sign.. 

 3 stop intersection 

 Gathering places: Arena – 
Timberfest – 2nd week of 
February 

 Employment centre 

 Streetscape 

 Station water tower precinct – 
farmers market.. 
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Random ideas 

 Water tower, caboose and train 
station –incorporate them  

 South of 60 – expansion, 
washrooms 

 Waterfront – Trees, flowers, 
shrubs, attractive, protected 
seating and tables 

 Walking, biking trails, historical 
walk 

 Signage for lake, parks, more 
attractive 

 Improved/enhanced docking 

 Enticement to sit, enjoy 
downtown area, log benches 

 Contest for floral displays 
downtown 

 Garden of the month contest 

 Trash bins – divided for recycling 

 Awnings, lampposts, some 
theme- lumber industry ? 

 Accessibility for points of interest 

 How to move people from 
downtown to waterfront 

 Use high school students and 
community hours to involve them 
in tourism  -plays, music, 
children‟s activities 

 “Come for a Visit, stay for the 
lifestyle” slogan 

 Activities scheduled for waterfront 
– dragonboat races,canoe/kayak, 
boat paddleboat  

  

 
 

 More integrated approach with 
other communities – advertizing 
as “one destination” 

 Walking tour 
instructions/orientation points 

 Campground – campfire wood for 
cottages , cabins 

 Overhead wiring, underground? 

 Keep scenery, hills , water 

 More green stuff downtown, 
flowers on lightposts 

 Canada Day flags  

 Washrooms – bus parking 

 Improve signage on commercial 
buildings 

 Prize for best decorated = stores, 
house, house at Christmas time 

 Advertizing as a town 

 Annual festivals- heritage based 

 Arts based – visual arts 

 Literary arts and music 

 Fun stuff – movies – drive-in, 
bowling 

 More recreation – bowling alley, 
skateboard park ) for all ages.. 

 Stores open longer – Friday night 
until 9 pm 

 More attention grabbers 

 Monthly event – Octoberfest, 
Polish Festival 

 Workshops : Leadership, 
hospitality 
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 Night school programs – teaching 
of kashub language, Celtic 
language, woodworking 

 Campgrounds close to town 

 Clean bright eye-catching main 
street 

 Vibrant Environment 

 Pretty buildings 

 High walkability 

 Benches, outdoor eateries 

 Interesting businesses 

 Self guided driving and walking 
tours 

 Easily accessible well marked 
well maintained hiking trails 

 Bay beach area – move sewage 
plant away 

 Rec area at lake 

 Connect main street to the lake 

 Trees on main street 

 Move parking behind buildings 

 Increase parking  

 Attractions events website 

 Easy to manage greenery – 
shrubs, junipers, hydrangeas 

 Put Madwaska Doors on all 
businesses 

 Table 

 New industrial park on Hwy 60 – 
use as doggy day-care, dog park 

 Ciear trees around water tower 

 Historic walking tour 

 Modify current log planters 

 Bring hanging baskets 

 Fix banners and add new – use 
local art 

 Bury hydro lines on main street 

 New lighting 

 Celebrate wood 

 Culture  - Kashub, Irish Polish.. 

 Tourism Recreation 

 Celebrate arts, crafts 

 Museum Train Station 

 Signage at Barry‟s Bay entrance 

 Simple Banners 

 Timber – frontage, murals, 
artwork, wood sculptures on Main 
Street,Banners  - pictures only 

 Arts – centre for arts, sale, 
displays 

 Festivals – Polish scouts 

 Fitness centre 

 Pool 

 Tourism  -seasonal banners  eg 
skiing, ice fishing  

 4 seasons – eg ATV trails 

 Museum In south of 60 

 Oral history 

 Personal histories donated 

 Package to market ourselves as 
destination 

 Trails , ATV, Skidoo, Walk, cross 
country skiing and and biking 

 Need maps  , leaders 
Sherwood PS - We like: 

 Pennysaver variety store 

 Palmer islands for hunting 

 Mask island 

 Area 

 Pizza pizza 

 Vito 

 Dairy Bar 

 Kamininskeg Lake 

 Arena – needs to be used all year 
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Improvements  

 Lake shore development  - 
getting people together to the 
lake front... 

 Solid central location for local 
government 

 Getting travellers to stop in town 
for local business 

 Real estate –re-zoning 

 Tim Horton‟s – good for travellers 
and locals 

 Welcoming gate at end of town 

 Day tours – tourism good 
business ventures 

 Create largest Polish festival in 
North America, perogie contests 
etc. music, culture, dress, dance 
polka party 

 Expand Wilno festival 

 Create reasons to stop 

 Clean up and organize Hwy 60 
and 62 Intersection and 
waterfront 

 Uniform signage – easy to read 

 Reduce hydro lines 

 Cleaned facilities 

 We are special 

 Archway – entrance way to 
Madawaska Valley 

 Complete Arrow Museum 

 Quiet, Fresh air, walking trails 

 Lakes and rivers 

 Sawmill museum – Killaloe Mill 

 Band shell at Waterfront 

 Guided tours 

 Old Bus 

 River and lake tour 

 Conroy‟s Marsh 

 Washrooms in town 

 Craigmont mine 

 Train station and tower – not 
promoted enough 

 Motorycycle and bicycle tours 

 First Nation/aboriginal tours  

 Polish heritage 

 Minerals 

 Period store facade  

 Employment centre for youth – 
use local resources to provide 
jobs – forests, lakes, seniors, raw 
materials 

 Fishing and wildlife 

 More trees in actual village  

 Winter lake bonfire festival 

 Proximity of services in village an 
asset 

 More artisan tours 

 Youth jobs – how ? 

 Seniors apartments – revive 
village by hospital 

 Wilno-like place – Balmoral 
tavern 

 Concentrate on businesses that 
provide great or unique services 
that attract people 
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What is needed 

 Beach – not near sewage plant 

 Tim Horton‟s  

 Pool 

 Gym 

 More sidewalks on the main 
Roads 

 Transit 

 Movie theatre 

 Better apartments 

 Animal shelter 

 Homeless Shelter 

 Better library 

 Electronic Store 

 Walmart 

 What we want 

 More bushes 

 More trees 

 More stores 

 Tim Hortons 

 Theatre 

 Pool – Hot Tub 

 Bulk Barn 

 Cleaner Beach 

 
 
3 priority projects 

 Green Main Street 

 Move sewage plant 

 Direct access/promote waterfront 
 
Future projects 

 Nature on Main Street 

 History of the lumber industry , 
settlement of the area 

 Covered walkway on Main Street 

 Unified look 

 Unified signage 

 Artistic community represented 
visually outside 

 Theme from entrance to exit of 
town 

 See more thru traffic stopping to 
shop spend and enjoy 

 Locals stay in town to shop in our 
community 

 Create a place that retains youth 
– encourage increase in 
population 

 Use of wood/log in revitalization 
core 

 Stone fences for design and 
historical 

 Incorporate seating into stone 
areas 

 Tim Horton‟s need to be part of 
unified look and recycling and 
sustainability  

 

 Needs 

 Places to Eat/coffee – both fancy 
and informal  

 Places to socialize 

 Restaurant  and marina on 
lakeshore 

 Downtown needs trees 

 Improved entry points  x 3 

 Similar to arena 

 Make each entry point relate to 
each other 

 Library – new building linked to 
community centre and museum 

 Community access to high school 
gym 

 
Suggestions 

 Skate park – re-open 

 Improved library 
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 Improving the beach 

 Playground in the park 

 Better stores – entertainment 

 Improved community garden 

 Stray animals shelter – dog park 

 Paintball and shooting range 

 Bowling 
 
Things we love 

 Wildlife outdoors 

 Quiet and peace 

 Riding bikes 

 Bay Day and Santa Claus Parade 

 Proud of Barry‟s Bay 

 Map 2 

 Park behind the sewage – move 
to better location 

 Skidoo store 
 
Special places and attributes 

 Lakes and Rivers 

 Trails – nature 

 Waterfront 

 Culture-heritage – Polish-Irish 

 Sports 

 “Vacant” wilderness 

 Festivals 

 Arts education facility 

 How to work with residential and 
commercial on Main Street 

 More murals, sculptures, 
monument 

 Benches, recycling cans 

 Look-outs 

 Incentives for new businesses 
and old businesses to stay 

 Work with deserted buildings 
 
Ideas 

 Improve street appeal of 
buildings- make more inviting 

 Reduce hydro lines on main 
street 

 Re-route parking – main street 
and behind 

 Special attraction at 62 and 60 to 
stop visitors 

 Tours – hiking, ice-climbing, 
whitewater 

 Clinics 

 Obvious spot to learn what is in 
main street 

 Heritage plaques – this used to 
be 

 Prizes for best decorated stores 

 Use Communities in Bloom 

 Target marketing: 

 Toronto Ottawa Burlington 

 Oakville Oshawa Whitby 

 More integrated promotion with 
BB, Wilno, Combermere, Killaloe 

 Better slogan – Come for a visit, 
stay for the lifestyle 

 Watersports kayaking boating 

 Keep the lifestyle ! 

 Better signage 

 Have walking tour instructions or 
signs at Water Tower Park, Z 
Park, Balmoral, Train Station 

 Support the ski hill 

 More greenstuff downtown – 
flowers on lightposts,  

 Washrooms – bus parking 

 Prizes for best decorated 
Sherwood Park PS 

 What is needed: 

 Beach – not near sewage plant 

 Tim Horton‟s, Pool, Gym, More 
sidewalks on Main Roads 

 Transit 

 Movie Theatre 

 Better apartments 

 Animal shelter 

 Better library 

 Activities 

 Karate in Combermere 

 High School Map 
 
We want 

 Basketball court 
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 Mall 

 Theatre 

 Paintball 

 Music store 

 To  sit on Santa‟s lap 

 Adult map 

 Celebrate artists – AY Jackson, 
Varley, etc 

 
 Attract people to live here 

 Safe 

 Things to do outdoors 

 Make downtown attractive and 
accessible 

 People will stop and stay 

 Passport to places ;Get it 
stamped at various sites 

 Senior Friendly 

 Benches 

 Drinking fountain 

 Tax incentives 

 Re-organize station area roads 

 Adult map 2 

 More apartments 

 Housing variety 

 More shopping 

 More things for kids 

 Better park – less smelly 

 Improve water quality 

 Cost of living 

 More tourism – waterpark ? 
Things we like 

 Arena‟s in town 

 Walkable town 

 Friendly neighbourhood 

 Tidy, Safe,Quiet, Access to 
outdoors 

 
Near future 

 Lakefront – Bandshell area with 
flowers, trees, to beautify area – 
partnership with horticulture 
society 

 Better signage to park 

 Activities listed 

 Mid term 

 Trees along Main Street 

 Long-term – Library, community 
centre, and museum 

We want 

 Skateboard and bike park 

 Bowling alley 

 Swimming pool 

 Bike trails 

 Work with old buildings 

 A mini mall 

 Clean up door plant area 
 
Mostly positives  

 Underutilized wharf, beach 
hinterland park 

 Park – concerts by the water in 
bandshell 

 Tennis courts 

 Clubs: sailing, kayaking, fishing, 
beach volleyball 

 Children‟s access and activities 

 No gassing off from sewage plant 

 Improved signage 

 Artistic community 

 Studio tours 

 South of 60 Art Displays and 
workshops 

 Musicians 

 Crafts people to fairs 

 Farmers market 

 Winter – needs for people 
gathering 

 Curling club 

 Cross country ski club 
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 Snow shoe club 

 Skidoo club 

 Hiking club 

 Install unique lampposts 

 Heritage trail markers to scenic 
trails leading to water 

 Combine with historical plaques 
on walking tours 

 Identify crosswalks 

 Install benches, plants 

 Boat launch – advertizing lake 
hazards 

 Points of Interest – hinterland 
beach 

 Negeek Lake 

 Conroy Marsh 



 
 
Barry’s Bay Focus Group Minutes Barry’s Bay, ON October 20 2012 
 

 

 A web page to be developed for the Barry‟s Bay Greening Main Street 
project, hosted 

 by Doug. Featuring posted updates. 

 Tuesday December 4th for a recap of the project, perhaps at the ski 
hill/seniors centre. 

 Don to be the person representing the group for booking at the seniors 
centre. 

 The new mission statement for the greening Madawaska Valley project: 
• To 

 The idea of branding the Madawaska Valley as the pilgrimage from 
Ottawa to Algonquin was brought up. In the late 70‟s and 80‟s their were 
stories cited telling of people 

 stopping at these „pilgrimage stops‟ on their way to either Algonquin Park 
or Ottawa. 

 This story could either be revived to recreate a heritage tradition for a new 
age or 

 perhaps it could form a recognition of a time past and the business‟ of the 
area need a 

 new focal point. 

 Rails to Trails, connecting the three communities of Wilno, Barry‟s Bay 
and 

 Combermere through the abandoned rail corridor through a walking trail. 
This could 

 become a way to move people throughout the towns, creating attraction 
for the area and drawing tourists to see both the countryside and the 
heritage of the towns and surrounding area. 

 Where the old train station is, there is the convergence of the Opeongo 
Line, the 

 Portage as well as the rail corridor. Barry‟s bay was at one time the centre 
of travel and trade for the valley. 

 Natural resources currently as the fall colours are things that could be 
emphasized more 

 in order to market the place. The people and hospitality of the valley is 
also a great asset to tap into in the future. 

 Need more data in the way of demographics, traffic flow and amount, 
pedestrian traffic etc., which could be utilized in the form of creating new 
entry points and destinations in each of the towns. 

 The geography class‟ 2020 vision of Barry‟s Bay is a tool from the youth 
that can really be used to guide a path towards what the town will become. 



137 

 

 Some of the ideas that were addressed were ideas like „a timeless Barry‟s 
Bay‟ in order to rebrand the town. The suggestion of making black and 
white murals throughout town celebrating the heritage of the town in a 
„classic‟ way to spruce up the appearance of the village. 

 
Vision 

 Year round  4 season place 

 Always open nature reserve for seasonal activities including golf, fishing, 
boating  

 Provide equipment location and instruction for many activities including: 

 Hunting, fishing, zip-lining, waterslides, ATV-ing, skiing, canoeing, 
kayaking 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


